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REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Brighton  :  — 

We  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  thirty-fourth  annual 
report  of  the  Board  of  School  Committee. 

And  in  doing  so  we  would  say  that  the  pride  taken  in  our 
public  schools  by  the  citizens  of  the  town  is  more  than  jus- 
tified by  their  past  record  and  present  standard.  Never  were 
the  schools  of  all  grades  in  the  town  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition  than  the  present.  It  is  impossible,  in  a  report  of 
this  kind,  to  give  more  than  a  general  idea  of  what  has  been 
accomplished  during  the  year.  The  only  way  that  parents, 
and  those  interested  in  our  schools,  from  the  Primaries  to 
the  High  School,  can  form  any  correct  estimate  of  the 
faithfulness  of  those  connected  with  them,  is  by  frequent 
visits  themselves  to  them,  and  by  constant  intercourse  with 
both  teachers  and  pupils. 

It  is  not  our  intention,  therefore,  in  this  report,  to  enter 
much  into  details  that  are  uninteresting  and  perhaps  without 
profit,  but  to  give,  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possible,  a  faith- 
ful account  of  the  condition  of  our  schools,  and  make  such 
recommendations  and  suggestions  as  seem  to  us  most  impor- 
tant.   First  of  all,  then,  we  would  say  a 

WORD  TO  PARENTS. 
Education  is  a  theme  that  for  ages  has  claimed  the  undi- 
vided attention  of  many  of  our  noblest  minds,  yet  it  is  still 
in  its  infancy. 
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The  education  and  training  of  the  young  mind,  most  of  all, 
is  a  subject  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  whole  being  of  the  child  must  be  considered ;  the 
entire  capacity,  the  entire  nature  of  the  immortal,  should  be 
thought  of  in  the  efforts  for  the  culture  of  manly  and  womanly 
nature. 

And  such  culture  and  thought  should  commence  with  the 
child  as  soon  as  it  is  conscious,  and  last  as  long  as  life.  How 
important,  then,  that  the  training  at  home  should  fit  the  child 
for  its  course  at  school ! 

Parents  should  not  leave  the  whole  matter  of  education  of 
the  child  to  the  training  of  the  teacher  in  school,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Committee.  They  owe  a  duty  to  the  schools 
and  to  their  children,  which  is  too  little  heeded.  It  is  surpris- 
ing how  thoughtlessly  parents  give  their  children  to  the  care 
of  teachers,  and  if  they  seem  to  take  an  interest  in  their 
education  and  progress,  how  careless  they  are  in  its  appli- 
cation. 

Parents  frequently  send  children  year  after  year  to  the 
public  school,  without  ever  seeming  to  take  any  iMterest  in 
them  at  all ;  never  visiting  them  in  school,  either  at  exami- 
nations or  at  other  times.  And  we  venture  to  say  that  nine 
out  of  ten  complaints  that  are  made  to  the  Committee  by 
parents  about  the  abuse  or  neglect  of  children  by  their 
teacher,  would  be  avoided  if  they  would  form  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  teachers,  and  make  frequent  visits  to  the  schools. 
Thus  a  needed  spirit  of  harmony  would  exist  between  the 
parent  and  the  teacher.  The  child  would  feel  and  know  that 
all  took  an  interest  in  his  welfare,  and  soon  come  to  regard 
school  and  its  duties  not  as  a  useless  burden  thrown  upon 
him  which  he  may  shun  by  every  possible  means ;  and  the 
parents  would  be  better  able  to  correct  at  home  any  defects 
or  mistakes  in  the  culture  of  children  at  school. 

They  would  learn  what  are  the  duties  and  difficulties  of 
school  management,  and  they  would  be  more  prudent  in  the 
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matter  and  manner  of  what  they  say,  in  the  presence  of  their 
children,  about  their  teachers.  Would  the  parents  have  their 
children  regard  their  own  authority,  they  must  have  a  care 
not  to  speak  slightly  of  that  of  the  teacher. 

Parents,  if  your  children  come  to  you,  as  doubtless  is  fre- 
quently the  case,  with  a  complaint  of  the  teacher,  remember 
that  the  best  child  is  he  who  makes  the  least  complaint  about 
the  parents,  and  that  a  good  scholar  seldom  complains  of  his 
teacher ;  and  investigate  thoroughly  the  cause  before  letting 
one  word  pass  you  in  disapproval  and  condemnation  of  the 
teacher. 

Of  the  many  complaints  made  during  the  year,  by  parents 
about  teachers,  a  large  share,  upon  investigation,  have  been 
found  to  be  due  directly  to  misstatements  of  children  and  the 
over-zealousness  of  parents  to  defend  and  take  the  part  of 
the  child  without  a  proper  investigation. 

TRUANTS. 

The  truant  laws  which  we  find  upon  the  Town  Record,  and 
which  the  Committee  had  printed  and  distributed,  have  been 
practically  inoperative  ;  and  we  are  sorry  to  be  compelled  to 
say  that  we  have  been  able  to  do  little  to  prevent  truancy. 
The  influence  of  the  truant-officer  has  without  doubt  kept 
many  younger  children  in  school,  that  otherwise  would  have 
from  time  to  time  "  played  truant ; "  but  the  older  ones,  — 
those  whose  example  is  most  felt  by  its  influence  upon  a 
certain  class  in  our  schools,  —  the  officer  has  not  been  able  to 
reach.  They  care  nothing  for  the  officer,  who  they  know  cannot 
punish  them.  "It  is  the  power  behind,  and  not  the  throne 
they  fear."  They  fear  not  the  officer,  but  his  power  to  pun- 
ish, and  we  most  earnestly  recommend  the  town  to  establish 
at  the  Poor-house  a  suitable  room,  and  set  it  apart  as  a 
suitable  "Institution  of  Instruction,"  etc.,  as  provided  in  the 
statutes. 


ABSENTEES. 

Absenteeism  is  intimately  connected  with,  if  not  the  foster 
parent  of  truancy  ;  although  the  one  does  not  necessarily 
embrace  the  other.  Both  teachers  and  Committee  are  pow- 
erless to  prevent  this  without  the  hearty  co-operation  of  care- 
ful and  considerate  parents.  And  we  had  almost  said  that 
parents  were  directly  responsible  for  absenteeism  and  truancy. 
Unconsciously,  perhaps,  they  foster  the  germ  by  their 
thoughtlessness  and  want  of  due  care  in  seeing  that  their 
children  are  constantly  at  school  and  in  season.  Seldom  does 
a  child  play  truant  who  has  not  first  been  permitted  or  en- 
couraged in  being  frequently  absent  from,  or  late  to  school, 
without  a  sufficient  excuse. 

SCHOOL  DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  must  be  firm,  mild,  and  uni- 
form. And  while  we  are  no  advocate  of  harsh  or  severe 
discipline,  we  do  not  believe  that  many  schools  can  be  prop- 
erly governed  without  more  or  less  corporal  punishment. 
The  scholar  must  learn  somewhere,  either  at  home  or  at 
school,  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  obedience." 

Now,  while  we  regard  the  teacher  who  can  maintain  a 
proper  respect  for  his  or  her  authority  without  the  resort  to 
harsh  punishment  as  the  most  successful  and  the  best  fitted 
for  the  position,  yet  we  are  convinced  that  there  are  chronic 
cases,  —  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  —  where  even 
severe  corporal  punishment  must  be  at  times  resorted  to  by 
the  best  of  teachers ;  and  the  teacher  in  this  should  have  the 
hearty  co-operation  and  support  of  parents  and  Committee. 
And  we  would  say  to  the  teacher  especially  of  the  Primary 
Schools,  no  matter  how  strong  the  provocation,  you  should 
never  show  any  passion  ;  and  if  you  are  compelled  to  punish, 
wait  until  every  vestige  of  ill  feeling  has  subsided,  and  reason 
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has  undisputed  sway,  before  inflicting  the  merited  punish- 
ment. 

The  following  anecdote  will  illustrate  our  idea  :  — 

In  a  school  which  had  been  accustomed  to  the  severest 
discipline  was  one  boy  who  had  defied  all  the  efforts  of  both 
teacher  and  Committee  to  control  him.  A  change  of  teachers 
was  finally  made,  and  a  milder  discipline,  but  one  equally 
firm,. was  instituted;  for  it  is  by  no  means  the  most  severe 
punishments  that  are  the  most  felt. 

One  of  the  Committee  during  the  term  met  the  boy  who 
had  formerly  occasioned  so  much  trouble,  and  the  following 
dialogue  ensued  :  — 

Committee. — "Well,  James,  we  do  not  hear  so  much 
complaint  of  you  this  terra  as  usual ;  what  has  happened?  " 

Boy.  —  w  Nothing,  sir." 

Committee. — "  Why  is  your  conduct  this  terra  so  much 
better  than  formerly  ?  " 

Boy. — "All  the  children  behave  better.  The  fact  isy 
the  teacher  feels  so  bad  when  he  is  compelled  to  punish,  that 
we  cannot  resist  as  we  used  to." 

May  not  a  lesson  be  learned  from  this  short  colloquy  ? 

To  all  teachers  we  would  say,  let  your  pupils  know  that 
what  you  do  is  for  their  good,  and  that  when  you  are 
compelled  to  punish,  it  is  with  sorrow  on  your  part,  and  only 
for  their  good  and  that  of  the  school. 

You  should  not  only  strive  to  make  the  child  obedient,  but 
you  should  impress  upon  him  the  importance  of  obedience 
because  it  is  his  duty,  and  is  something  that  he  owes  to  his 
teacher,  his  parents,  to  society,  and  to  himself. 

ADVANCEMENT    OF    THE    STANDARD  OF 
INSTRUCTION. 

During  the  last  two  years  much  time  has  been  spent  by 
the  Committee  in  considering  the  necessit}*  of  an  advance- 
ment  of  the    standard   of    instruction    in    our  schools. 
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The  first  year  of  the  High  School  course  was  almost 
wholly  occupied  in  Grammar  School  studies,  and  for  some 
years  both  Committee  and  teachers  have  felt  the  necessity  for 
an  advancement ;  but  to  do  this  so  that  the  scholars  should 
not  be  overworked,  nor  yet  compelled  to  go  over  superficially 
or  neglect  any  part  of  their  course,  was  a  problem  by  no 
means  easy  of  solution. 

Any  method  that  could  be  suggested  would  meet  with  just 
grounds  of  opposition.  But  feeling  that  something  must  be 
done,  and  that  "  what  must  be  done  might  as  well  be  done  at 
once,"  we  adopted  the  way  which  seemed  least  objectionable 
—  the  advancement  of  the  standard  of  all  the  schools.  And 
with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  the  teachers  in  the  town, 
success  has  crowned  our  efforts.  Written  Arithmetic  has 
been  introduced  and  is  now  successfully  taught  in  all  our 
Primary  Schools,  through  the  four  fundamental  rules.  The 
Grammar  Schools,  at  the  past  examination  for  admission  to 
the  High  School,  sent  their  scholars  better  fitted  in  Gram- 
mar, Geography,  and  Arithmetic,  than  ever  before ;  so  that 
in  the  High  School  only  one  term  has  been  spent  in  complet- 
ing the  Arithmetic  before  taking  up  Algebra,  and  next  year 
the  Arithmetic  will  be  finished  in  the  Grammar  School. 

In  order  to  effectually  carry  out  this  desire  to  advance  the 
standard,  a  change  of  text-books  became  necessary.  Wal- 
ton's Mental  Arithmetic,  we  believe,  occupied  too  much  time 
in  the  Primary  Schools  without  a  corresponding  benefit, 
therefore  a  change  was  made,  and  Eaton's  Intellectual 
Arithmetic  introduced  in  its  place,  which  we  believe  is  more 
than  fulfilling  our  expectations. 

Kerl's  Shorter  Course  has  been  adopted  as  a  text-book  in 
Grammar,  and  we  believe  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the 
fact  thiit  now  the  Grammar  and  High  Schools  all  have  the 
same  text-book  in  Grammar,  will  more  than  compensate  for 
the  change. 
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PENMANSHIP. 

Perhaps  no  branch  of  education  is  so  much  neglected  in  our 
public  schools  as  Penmanship.  And  in  order  to  enlist  a 
deeper  interest  in  it,  a  change  of  copy-books  was  made, 
and  a  teacher  engaged,  who  gives  free  lessons  to  all  the 
teachers  of  the  town  in  Penmanship,  and  the  best  methods 
of  imparting  it  to  pupils. 

Penmanship  should  not  be  crowded  aside  by  other  studies ; 
it  should  be  taught  as  other  branches  are  taught;  a  set  time 
should  be  assigned  for  it,  and  the  child  should  be  led  to 
-understand  the  importance  of  cultivating  a  beautiful  style  of 
Penmanship. 

DRAWING. 

Drawing  is  intimately  connected  with  writing,  and  they 
fchould  be  taught  together ;  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  in  this 

DO' 

way  the  pupil  will  learn  to  write  better,  and  draw  sooner 
than  if  taught  alone.  And  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  Drawing,  as  required  by  the  statutes,  shall  also 
receive  its  share  of  attention,, and  that  our  scholars,  like  the 
graduates  of  the  Prussian  common  schools,  may  leave  school 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  Drawing,  sufficient  at  least  for 
all  mechanical  purposes. 

ORAL  INSTRUCTION. 

We  are  glad  to  notice,  in  our  visits  to  the  schools  during 
the  year,  that  Oral  Instruction  largely  predominates  in  our 
schools,  and  that  most  of  our  teachers  are  falling  away  from 
anything  of  routine  that  may  have  formerly  grown  into  their 
method  of  instruction.  Every  teacher  should  keep  constant 
watch  upon  his  habits,  in  order  that  he  may  not  get  into  the 
"ruts,"  as  it  is  termed  ;  that  he  does  not  confine  himself  too 
closely  to 'the  text-book. 

While    text-books    are    necessary   they  should   by  no 
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means  be  used  to  the  exclusion  of  Oral  Instruction  ;  and  par- 
ticularly is  this  the  case  with  instruction  in  Geography  and 
Grammar. 

There  is  but  little  danger  that  teachers  will  become  routin- 
ists,  as  we  term  them  in  mathematics,  lor  there  is  more 
reasoning  and  less  memorizing. 

How  much  complaint  is  made  by  teachers  even  of  the  want 
of  interest  in  the  younger  pupils  in  Grammar  and  Geography  ; 
let  the  teacher  consider  that  the  pupil,  unconsciously  perhaps, 
partakes  of  the  likes  and  dislikes  of  his  teacher;  and  if  the 
teaeher  plods  through  the  lesson  mechanically,  in  the  same 
manner  day  after  day,  the  scholar  will  be  very  apt  to  lose 
all  interest  in  that  recitation. 

If  teachers  would  be  successful  and  interest  their  scholars, 
they  must  keep  up  their  own  interest,  remembering  always 
that  old  maxim,  "  Age  quod  agis,"  liberally  rendered,  "  What- 
ever is  worth  doina:  at  all  is  worth  doin^  well." 


SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Much  complaint  has  justly  been  made  during  the  last 
two  years,  that  this  building  was  not  well  heated.  Last 
year  the  janitor  made  every  effort  to  keep  the  building 
sufficiently  warm,  but  failed  to  do  so  in  the  cold  weather. 
The  same  fault  also  was  found  to  exist  during  the  present 
season,  although  everything  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Tubbs, 
the  janitor,  and  by  the  Committee,  to  avoid  any  large  expen- 
diture of  money  ;  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  heat  the 
building,  and  we  were  compelled  to  do  something,  or  allow 
the  school  to  be  dismissed  every  cold  day.  A  contract  was 
therefore  made  with  Geo.  W.  Walker  &  Co.  to  put  in  a 
new  horizontal  tubular  boiler,  with  tubes  ten  feet  long, 
which  should  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to  heat  not  only  the 
school-rooms,  but  the  whole  building,  including  the  entries 
and  the  hall. 
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BENNETT  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

This  building  is  in  thorough  repair,  but  for  some  years 
there  has  been  great  difficulty  in  heating  it.  The  building 
occupies  a  most  elevated  and  exposed  position,  and  being  of 
wood,  the  furnaces  which  were  in  it  did  not  furnish  sufficient 
heat,  and  have  been  taken  out  and  one  of  them  set  in  Primary 
No.  2,  and  the  other  at  Primary  No.  3,  and  the  building  is 
now  heated  by  steam ;  by  indirect  radiation.  This  now  is  the 
best  heated  and  ventilated  school  building  in  town.  With 
proper  care  the  boilers  now  in  this  and  the  High  School  build- 
ing will  last  for  many  years  ;  and  we  would  impress  upon  the 
janitors  and  Committee  the  importance  of  having  them 
thoroughly  cleaned  when  not  in  use,  and  filled  with  water; 
for  in  this  way  they  will  last  much  longer  than  if  neglected. 

This  building  is  now  divided  on  the  first  floor  into  two 
equal  apartments,  and  on  the  second  floor  into  one  large 
room,  a  recitation-room,  and  a  much  smaller  room,  originally 
designed  for  the  principal's  use. 

The  whole  building  is  intended  to  accommodate  about 
one  hundred  and  sixty  scholars. 

Your  Committee  now  desire  so  to  change  the  building  as 
to'  conform  more  with  modern  usage,  and  accommodate  a 
greater  number  of  scholars. 

The  outlay  to  effect  this  purpose  is  insignificant  in  com- 
parison to  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  change. 

By  adding  a  French  roof  to  the  building,  and  dividing  the 
second  floor  into  two  equal  departments,  like  the  first  floor, 
we  can  accommodate  forty  more  scholars,  and  have  a  large 
hall  suitable  for  the  regular  singing  exercises,  examinations 
and  exhibitions.  And  if  at  any  future  time  it  should  be 
deemed  advisable,  the  hall  can  be  used  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  one  hundred  more  scholars. 

The  steam  apparatus  now  in  use  in  the  building  is  of  suf- 
ficient capacity  to  heat  the  additional  room  without  extra 
-charge, 
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Plans  have  been  prepared  in  order  to  present  the  desired5 
change  practically  before  the  public,  and  one  of  our  best 
builders  has  estimated  the  expense  at  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing $2,500. 

When  we  consider  that  the  building  as  it  now  stands  cost 
about  $16,000,  or  about  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  scholar, 
and  that  to  accommodate  sixty  additional  scholars  the  cost  for 
each  would  be  only  about  forty  dollars,  with  the  addition  of 
a  fine  large  hall,  it  seems  that  as  an  economical  measure  the 
change  should  be  made. 

There  is  one  other  advantage  to  be  derived,  namely,  in 
Grammar  Schools  the  course  of  study  is  similar  throughout, 
progressive  in  the  same  studies  from  the  entrance  to  the 
exit ;  consequently  it  is  far  better  to  have  the  scholars 
divided  into  classes  according  to  the  number  of  years  they 
remain  in  the  school,  and  not  oblige  half  of  them  to  remain, 
in  one  room  and  march  every  half  hour  to  and  from  a- 
recitation-room,  thus  sacrificing  time,  and  lessening  perhaps- 
the  influence  that  the  constant  presence  of  one  teacher  in- 
variably produces. 

HARVARD  GRAMMAR. 

This  building  has  been  painted  during  the  past  season,  and' 
is  in  thorough  repair.  Much  pains  has  been  taken  by  both 
teachers  and  janitor  to  keep  the  building  in  good  order,  and 
the  scholars  so  well  understand  and  appreciate  the  desire  of 
those  under  whose  charge  they  are,  that  this,  unlike  almost 
every  other  school  building  in  town,  has  hardly  been  marred 
by  a  scratch.  The  crowded  condition  of  this  school  ad- 
monishes us  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  entire 
building  will  be  needed  for  the  Grammar  School.  Indeed,  it 
is  now  needed  for  that  purpose,  and  some  provision  must  be 
made  for  Primary  School  No.  1,  which  now  occupies  the 
lower  part  of  the  Harvard  Grammar  School  building. 

We  would  suggest  that  a  new  Primary  School  building  be 
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erected  somewhere  between  the  Harvard  Grammar  School 
and  Primary  No.  2. 

When  this  is  done,  and  not  until  then,  can  the  Harvard 
Grammar  School.be  accommodated  as  it  ought. 

Then  each  class  would  be  under  the  immediate  control 
and  supervision  of  its  teacher,  and  the  rooms  would  not  be 
crowded  as  they  now  are,  the  whole  school  now  being  com- 
pelled to  sit  in  the  principal  room. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

The  Primary  School  buildings  are  all  in  thorough  repair.  At 
No.  2,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  town,  a  large  cistern 
has  been  constructed,  with  filters,  which  supplies  water  both 
for  the  school  and  the  engine-house. 

An  entire  new  set  of  furniture  has  been  put  into  this  build- 
ing, and  the  old  double  desks  so  long  used  here  have  been 
removed,  and  used  to  furnish  the  Evening  School  room,  and 
Brant  &  Co's.  new  patent  desk  put  in  their  places.  This  is 
now  the  best  furnished  Primary  School  building  in  town. 

The  single  chairs  have  been  removed  from  school  building 
No.  3,  and  new  desks,  to  correspond  with  the  others  already 
in  the  room,  have  been  put  in  their  plaees. 

Primary  School  buildings  No.  5  and  No.  6  have  been  re- 
painted outside  in  a  thorough  and  faithful  manner,  by  Mr. 
J.  O.  Tubbs,  who  was  the  lowest  bidder  therefor ;  and  all 
are  noAV  in  thorough  repair .' 

A  well  has  been  dug  at  No.  6,  which  furnishes  a  much- 
needed  supply  of  water. 

MUSIC. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting  continues  to  give  entire  satisfaction  as 
instructor  of  Music,  and  we  feel  that  the  time  devoted  to 
these  exercises  is  not  only  interesting,  but  profitable. 

During  the  summer  term  Mr.  Whiting,  at  the  request  of 
the  Committee,  devoted  some  tiuie  as  an  experiment  in 
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Primary  School  No.  1,  and  such  marked  success  attended  his 
efforts  that  he  has  been  employed  to  spend  a  short  time 
each  week  in  the  other  Primary  Schools,  and  the  teachers  give 
short  exercises  each  day. 

The  influence  of  a  few  moments  each  session  spent  in  this 
exercise  can  be  felt  in  school  during  the  remainder  of  the 
session.  As  a  means  of  recreation  and  discipline  in  our 
schools  its  harmonizing  influence  is  invaluable. 


SCHOOLS. 

In  this  portion  of  our  report  we  depart  somewhat  from  the 
usual  manner  of  submitting  detailed  accounts  of  each  school, 
and  we  do  this  for  reasons  that  lo  us  seem  sufficient.  No 
benefit  is  ever  derived  from  it,  and  we  avoid  all  comparison 
of  schools  and  teachers,  which  is  not  only  uninteresting,  but 
worse  than  useless. 

We  have  yet  to  learn  that  any  faithful  teacher  has  ever 
been  stimulated  to  do  any  better  by  it,  or  any  incompetent 
and  indifferent  one  better  qualified  for  his  work.  And 
separate  mention  of  each  individual  teacher  is  not  only 
idle  talk,  if  we  mention  only  to  praise,  and  if  we  attempt  to 
criticise  publicly  often  injustice  is  done ;  for  to  err  is 
human,  and  until  Committees  are  less  liable  to  err  in  their 
judgments  of  schools  and  teachers  they  had  far  better  err 
upon  the  side  of  silence. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  position  of  teacher  in  our  Primary  Schools  is  by  no 
means  an  easy  one.  To  those  who  have  never  taught,  it  may 
seem  an  easy  task,  most  especially  to  teach  a  Primary  School. 
To  call  the  different  classes  and  hear  them  read,  spell,  etc., 
to  punish  idle  and  disobedient  scholars,  to  see  that  all  chil- 
dren are  in  their  proper  places,  and  behave  themselves  prop- 
erly,— they  think  must  be  easy. 


17 


But,  believe  us,  easy  as  it  may  seem  to  one  unused  to  the 
training  of  children,  to  the  old  and  experienced  teacher  it  is 
no  light  task. 

The  first  steps,  especially  in  education,  are  by  far  the  most 
important,  and  the  teacher  whose  duty  it  is  to  stimulate  and 
direct  the  first  steps  of  the  child  up  that  rugged  hill  of  which 
he  is  to  hear  so  much  in  after  life,  has  a  task  at  once  complex 
and  difficult.  No  impressions  are  so  tenacious  as  those  first 
received.  How  much,  then,  depends  upon  the  tact,  kindness, 
firmness  and  intelligence  with  which  the  child  is  disciplined 
during  the  first  years  of  his  intellectual  training !  Here  the 
child  must  learn  what  school  is.  Here,  often,  children 
acquire  a  love  or  dislike  to  school  that  follows  them  through 
life.  There  is  no  part  of  the  pupil's  course  that  requires 
more  practical  wisdom,  kindness,  firmness  and  patient,  perse- 
vering diligence  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  than  in  the  Pri- 
mary School,  and  those  only  are  fitted  for  teachers  who 
possess  these  qualifications. 

We  regard  the  position  of  teacher  in  our  Primary  Schools 
at  once  as  one  most  onerous  and  responsible.  We  can  easier 
fill  a  vacancy  in  the  High  or  Grammar  Schools  with  the  proper 
teacher  than  in  a  Primary. 

Said  an  old  and  experienced  teacher,  "  I  frequently  receive 
letters  from  ladies,  saying  that  they  wish  a  position  as 
teacher ;  that,  as  they  have  been  some  time  from  school,  they 
would  be  content  with  a  Primary  School,  and  asking  me  to  aid 
them  in  procuring  such  a  position.  My  invariable  reply," 
said  he,  "is,  Seek  a  position  in  a  higher  school ;  you  are  not 
qualified  for  a  Primary." 

At  the  close  of  the  examination  of  the  several  Primary 
Schools,  we  with  evident  satisfaction  could  say  that,  although 
our  Primary  Schools  were  far  from  being  faultless,  yet,  as  a 
whole,  there  had  been  a  decided  advance  over  former  years, 
and  they  were  all  in  a  prosperous  condition.  We  have  not  a 
teacher  in  town,  we  believe,  who  does  not  try  to  do  her  whole 
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duty,  and  we  feel  that  our  schools  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  in  the  State. 

It  has  been  for  some  years  a  custom  to  select  teachers  for 
our  Primary  Schools  from  applicants  in  town,  yet  we  feel 
that  there  are  grave  objections  to  this  course.  But  while  we 
acknowledge  the  obligation,  if  possible,  to  encourage  scholars 
that  graduate  from  our  High  School,  yet  there  is  danger  that 
our  schools  will  finally  suffer  from  this  course,  if  persisted  in. 
We  can,  however,  suggest  but  one  remedy  for  it,  unless  we 
would  go  out  of  town  for  teachers  who  will  bring  in  new 
ideas  and  new  methods  of  instruction.  We  would  earnestly 
advise  every  graduate  of  our  High  School  who  intends  to  make 
teaching  a  profession,  to  spend  one  year,  at  least,  in  some 
Normal  School. 


tttlMABY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 


NO.  1. 


North  Harvard  Street. 


Principal,  — Miss  Mary  B.  Monto. 
First  Assistant.  — Miss  Sarah  F.  Monto. 
Second  Assistant.  —  Miss  Nannie  M.  Clapp. 


NO.  2. 


School  Street. 


Principal.  — Miss  Emma  F.  Morrill. 
First  Assistant.  —  Miss  Abbie  Norton. 
Second  Assistant.  —  Miss  Clara  Stephens. 


NO.  3. 


Principal.  —  Miss  Mary  J.  Osborn. 
Assistant.  — Miss  Bertha  Sanger. 
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NO.  4. 

Academy  Hill. 

Principal.  — Miss  Ellen  Lane. 
Assistant.  — Miss  Abbie  L.  Hoar. 

NO.  5. 

Union  Street. 

Principal.  —  Miss  Emma  P.  Dana. 
Assistant. — Miss  Fannie  W.  Currier. 

NO.  6. 

Webster  Place,  North  Beacon  Street. 

Principal.  —  Miss  Alice  A.  Swett. 
Assistant.  — Miss  G.  A.  Alexander. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 
Principal.  — Miss  Emma,  Martin. 
Assistant.  —  Miss  Agnes  F.  Cogswell. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  made  by  the  town,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  an  Evening  School 
was  opened  in  a  large  and  comfortable  room,  fitted  up  for  that 
purpose,  in  Dr.  Mason's  building. 

The  school  has  been  kept  open  five  evenings  each  week  for 
all  persons  over  fifteen  years  old,  and  although  the  number 
of  persons  availing  themselves  of  its  privileges  is  small  in 
comparison  with  what  might  derive  invaluable  benefit  from 
it,  yet  the  rapid  advancement  of  those  that  do  attend  con- 
stantly has  been  such  that  we  feel  that  no  money  that  has 
been  appropriated  for  educational  purposes  has  been  more 
judiciously  and  profitably  spent  than  that  in  carrying  on  this 
school ;  and  we  sincerely  hope  it  may  be  permanent. 
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BENNETT  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Principal.  — Mr.  E.  H.  Hammond. 
First  Assistant.  —  Miss  Sarah  Morrill. 
Second  Assistant.  —  Miss  Helen  A.  Leavitt. 
Third  Assistant.  —  Miss  Charlotte  Adams. 
Fourth  Assistant.  —  Miss  Anna  Coolidge. 

This  school,  now  as  formerly,  consists  of  three  distinct  de- 
partments, under  the  charge  of  the  principal  and  the  several 
assistants. 

Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the  third  department, 
another  assistant  was  appointed  and  the  class  divided.  The 
second  division  is  seated  in  the  Principal's  room,  and  recites 
to  the  fourth  assistant  in  the  small  recitation-room  adjoining. 

All  has  been  done  for  this  school  that  faithful,  earnest, 
and  considerate  teachers  can  do ;  and  well  have  their  labors 
been  rewarded,  for  never  was  this  school  in  a  better  condi- 
tion, nor  the  pupils  more  in  earnest  than  at  present. 

At  the  close  of  the  second  term  each  of  the  several  teachers 
were  presented  by  the  pupils  under  their  charge  with  beauti- 
ful and  appropriate  mementoes,  which  "speak  louder  than 
words  "  of  a  feeling  of  love  and  respect  on  the  part  of  the 
pupils,  and  kindness  and  fidelity  by  the  teachers,  that  must 
impress  every  one  who  visits  this  school. 

HARVARD  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
Principal.  —  Mr.  Guilford  D.  Bigelow. 
First  Assistant.  —  Miss  Ellen  Child. 
Second  Assistant.  —  Miss  Mary  F.  Child. 

The  Harvard  Grammar  School,  like  the  Bennett,  has  rapidly 
advanced  its  standard  of  instruction  during  the  last  year,  and 
severe  has  been  the  strain  upon  the  teachers  in  these  two 
schools  in  consequence. 

The  several  teachers  have  been  stimulated  by  a  desire  of 
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progress  and  an  energy  characteristic  only  of  those  well 
fitted  for  their  position.  They  have  each  and  all  exerted 
every  faculty  to  accomplish  the  desired  end,  and  we  are  sorry 
to  say  that  the  Principal  of  this  school  was  compelled,  by 
reason  of  failing  health,  at  the.  end  of  the  summer  term,  to 
leave  the  school.  He  was  appointed  Principal  of  this  school 
on  the  19th  day  of  December,  1859,  and  has  since  continued 
in  charge,  receiving  very  commendatory  notices  in  each  school 
report ;  and  it  is  now  Avith  deep  regret  that  we  feel  constained 
to  accept  his  resignation.  Mr.  W.  G.  E.  Pope  has,  during 
the  last  term,  supplied  his  place.  Mr.  Pope,  in  assuming 
the  duties  so  lately  devolving  upon  Mr.  Bigelow,  had  no  easy 
task,  for  few  teachers  in  this  State  have  labored  so  earnestly 
and  successfully  as  Mr.  Bigelow  has  done.  During  the  long 
term  of  twelve  years  that  he  has  been  connected  with  this 
school,  he  has  always  commanded  the  love  and  respect  of  his 
pupils,  and  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  parents. 

But  difficult  as  was  the  task,  Mr.  Pope,  although  a  young 
teacher,  and  one  of  no  very  considerable  experience,  has  suc- 
ceeded much  better,  in  fact,  than  we  could  have  expected. 

No  mention  need  be  made  of  the  Misses  Child,  first  and 
second  assistants,  as  their  success  as  teachers  is  too  well 
known  to  need  comment. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  High  School  was  never  in  a  better  condition  than  the 
present.  The  examinations  during  the  year  have  not  only 
been  entirely  successful,  but  highly  entertaining ;  and  none 
can  visit  this  school  without  being  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  the  pupils  and  teachers  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
improve  every  moment  of  time  in  the  most  profitable  manner. 
Seldom  is  a  school  so  pleasantly  situated  as  this  is ;  a  spirit 
of  perfect  good  feeling  and  confidence  pervades  the  whole, 
and  the  standard  of  recitation  and  scholarship  must  equal  any 
in  the  State.    A  native  French  teacher  has  been  engaged 
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during  the  last  year,  who  visits  the  school  twice  each  week 
to  give  lessons  in  the  pronunciation  of  the  French  language. 

No  scholar  need  go  from  this  school  feeling  that  he  cannot 
compete  successfully  with  the  graduates  of  any  High  School  in 
the  land.  At  the  close  of  the  summer  term,  the  exercises  of 
the  graduating  class  were  performed  at  the  Unitarian  Church, 
which  was  kindly  offered  by  the  society  for  that  purpose,  as 
the  Committee  deemed  the  hall  at  the  High  School  building 
insufficient  to  accommodate  all  that  wished  to  attend.  The 
exercises  were  of  a  most  interesting  kind,  doing  credit  alike 
to  the  teachers  and  the  school ;  and  the  large  number  attend- 
ing gave  the  best  evidence  of  the  great  interest  taken  by  the 
citizens  in  this  school. 

Diplomas  were  then  presented  to  the  following  gradu- 
ates :  — 

Charles  Bulle,  Fred.  R.  Monto, 

William  A.  Fiske,  Emma  F.  Martin, 

Agnes  A.  George,  Herbert  L.  Waterman. 

Edwin  O.  Kimball, 


CATALOGUE  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Principal. — Mr.  Benjamin  Worm^lle. 
First  Assistant.  —  Miss  Anna  J.  George. 
Second  Assistant.  —  Miss  Sarah  E.  Waugh. 
Teacher  of  French.  —  Alfred  Marand,  M.  D. 
Teacher  of  Music.  —  C.  E.  Whiting. 

PUPILS. 
Class  of  1872. 
Collins,  Adela,  Shillaber,  Chas.  P., 

Farrington,  Mary  A.,  Stetson,  James  P., 

Hooker,  Clara,  Tirrell,  William  J.  —  7. 

Woodman,  Laura  J. 
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Class  of  1873. 


Bickforcl,  Antoinette, 

Sanderson,  Cora, 

Dole,  Melissa, 

Swett,  Sarah  T., 

Harrington,  Clara, 

Hunt,  Herbert  L., 

Jones,  Fannie  L., 

White,  William  D.  —  8. 

Class  of  1874. 

Davis,  Emma  S., 

Powers,  Annie, 

Harrington,  Josie, 

Eoss,  Eva  M., 

Hill,  Georgianna, 

Coolidge,  George, 

Leavitt,  Mary  F., 

Gibbs,  Charles  B  .  —  9. 

McDermott,  Emma, 

Class 

of  1875. 

Baxter,  Carrie  L., 

Kain,  Delia, 

Bigelow,  Flora  E., 

Lee,  Carrie, 

Blair,  Mary, 

Mackin,  Kate, 

Brewer,  Abbie, 

Wild,  Annie  H., 

Brewer,  Ad  die, 

Wilson,  Lillian  A., 

Briston,  Nellie, 

Barker,  Elbra, 

Brock,  Etta  A.,  . 

Baxter,  Mott, 

Chandler,  Lizzie, 

Breck,  Joseph  F., 

Dana,  Hattie  C, 

Brock,  Nathan, 

Dana,  Lucy, 

Donegan,  Patrick, 

Donegan,  Eliza, 

Farrington,  Chester, 

Fowle,  Georgietta, 

Hay  den,  Walter, 

Harrington,  Helen, 

Muldoon,  Thomas, 

Hoar,  Nellie  A., 

Paine,  Frank, 

Hooper,  Mabel, 

Strowbriclge,  Ambie. — 31. 

Jaques,  Sarah  L, 

SCHOOL  CHILDEEN. 

The  number  of  children  in  town  between  the  ages  of  five 

and  fifteen,  as  returned  by  the  Assessors  on  the  first  day  of 
May  last,  was 

Boys,  430 

Girls,  440 

Total,  "870 
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The  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
one  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  by  the  town  for  teach- 
ers' wages,  fuel,  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  school  for 
ensuing  year. 

Respectfully  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

JOSEPH  BENNETT,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  BENNETT,  ) 

J.  P.  C.  WINSHIP,    [School  Committee. 

C.  H.  B.  BRECK,  ) 


SCHOOL  TERMS. 


1.  Winter  Term. 

Begins  —  January  2,  1872. 

Ends  —  April  6,  1872,  or  Saturday  before  Fast 

weeks. 
Vacation  —  1  week. 

2.  Spring  and  Summer  Term. 

Begins  —  April  15,  1872,  or  Monday  after  Fast. 
Ends  — July  3,  1872  —  12  weeks. 
Vacation  —  8  weeks. 

3.  Autumn  Term. 
Begins  — Sept.  2,  1872. 

Ends  —  Dec.  24,  1872  —  17  weeks. 
Vacation  —  1  week. 
Examinations  —  Each  week  preceding  the  vacations. 


HOLIDAYS. 

Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  P.M. 
Washington's  Birthday. 
June  Day.  (1st.) 
June  17. 

Commencement  at  Harvard  (High  School  only). 
Thanksgiving,  and  the  two  following  days. 
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SCHOOLS. 

Bennett  Grammar,  1st  Department  .  . 
«           "2d          "         .  . 
"            "        3d  " 

Primary  No.  1, 1st  Department  .... 
"       "   1,  2d          "  .... 
"       "   2,  1st         "  .... 
u       "   2,  2d          "  .... 
"       "   3,  1st         "  .... 
"       "   3,  2d         "  .... 
"       H   4,  1st         "  .... 
"       "   4,  2d         "  .... 
"       "   5,  1st         «  .... 
"       "   5,  2d          «  .... 
"       u    6,  1st         "  .... 
a       "    6,  2d          «  .... 

E  E  P  O  E  T  S 


OF  THE 


CHIEF  ENGINEER 


OP  THE 


BRIGHTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT, 


AND  OF  THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  EVERGREEN  CEMETERY. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPORT. 


Two  Hand  Engines,  one  Hose  Carriage,  1 ,500  feet  of  Hose,  six 
Fire  Ladders,  constitute  the  fire  apparatus  belonging  to  the  town. 
Engine  No.  1  is  stationed  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  in  the  rear 
of  the  Town  House.  Engine  No.  2  is  stationed  at  the  north  part 
of  the  town.  The  Hose  Carriage  together  with  the  Ladders,  are 
kept  in  the  basement  of  the  Town  House.  The  Engines  have 
each  a  Company  of  forty  members,  with  the  following  officers  :  — 

Butcher  Boy  Engine  Co.  No.  1. 

Foreman,  James  Gallagher ;  1st  Assistant,  Frank  Newburger  ; 
2d  Assistant,  T.  I.  Marshal ;  Clerk,  James  Ready ;  Steward, 
John  Cross. 

Charles  River  Engine  Co.  No.  2. 

Foreman,  John  Nolan  ;  1st  Assistant,  M.  Killion  ;  2d  Assist- 
ant, M.  M.  Mullen  ;  Clerk,  J.  Conley  ;  Steward,  V.  Eckhart. 

Wilson  Hose  Carriage  No.  1  is  at  present  without  a  company.  The 
engines  and  all  the  fire  apparatus  are  in  good  order  and  ready  for 
immediate  use.  The  past  year  the  department  has  been  called  to 
fires  within  the  limits  of  the  town  seven  times,  and  several  times 
from  fires'occurring  in  the  neighboring  towns,  where,  on  two  occa- 
sions, they  have  rendered  good  service.  (The  engines  or  any  of 
the  apparatus  are  not  allowed  to  be  taken  to  fires  out  of  the  town, 
except  by  the  order  of  an  engineer.)  Agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the 
town,  a  reservoir  has  been  built,  the  past  }7ear,  in  the  yard  of  No. 
2  school-house,  at  the  north  part  of  the  town.  It  is  supplied  from 
the  school  building,  and  being  properly  filled,  both  engine  and 
school-houses  are  amply  supplied  with  good  water.  In  case  of  fire 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  it  would  be  invaluable. 
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The  town  has  three  reservoirs  :  one  in  the  centre  supplied  from 
the  frog-pond,  one  in  Union  Square  supplied  from  Union  Hall 
Building,  and  the  one  just  completed  at  the  North  End.  In  case 
of  a  fire  occurring  outside  of  these  localities,  the  engines  must  de- 
pend upon  brooks  or  wells  for  water,  while  in  many  thickly-settled 
parts  of  the  town  not  even  these  are  available. 

The  town  is  poorly  supplied  with  water,  and  totally  unprepared 
to  successfully  resist  a  large  fire  which  may  at  any  time  occur. 
The  engineers  would  again  urge  upon  the  town  the  necessity  of 
being  better  supplied  with  water  in  case  of  fire,  and  in  the  most 
exposed  parts  of  the  town  would  recommend  the  building  of  res- 
ervoirs. 

In  the  past  we  have  been  most  wonderfully  and  providentially 
spared.  While  our  neighboring  towns  have  suffered  the  past  year 
to  an  alarming  extent  from  fires,  our  town  has  been  comparatively 
safe  from  the  torch  of  the  incendiary,  and  the  few  fires  which  oc- 
curred were  the  result  of  carelessness  or  some  unknown  cause.  So 
few  fires  in  the  town,  our  people  seem  to  think  we  shall  continue  to 
be  thus  favored,  and  that  a  well-organized  fire  department,  possess- 
ing the  proper  means  to  check  the  devouring  flames,  and  to  save 
property,  almost  superfluous. 

We  are  constantly  in  danger.  The  past  is  no  guaranty  for  the 
future,  but  it  really  seems  that  nothing  short  of  a  disastrous  con- 
flagration will  arouse  our  people  from  their  state  of  apathy,  and 
prompt  them  to  take  decisive  measures. 

Whenever  the  town  shall  be  supplied  with  water,  the  engineers 
would  recommend  the  purchase  of  a  Steam  Fire  Engine  ;  at  pres- 
ent there  are  few  localities  where  a  steamer  could  be  used  effect- 
ively. 

The  fire  ladders  stored  in  the  basement  of  the  town-house  are 
almost  useless,  for  want  of  proper  means  of  conveying  them  to 
fires.  The  want  of  hooks  and  ladders  has  been  felt  the  past 
year  even  at  the  few  fires  we  have  had..  A  carriage  fully  equipped 
with  hooks,  ladders,  and  all  the  necessary  apparatus,  is  indispen- 
sable. By  building  an  addition  on  No.  1  Engine  House,  sufficient 
room  could  be  obtained  to  keep  a  hook  and  ladder  truck.  It 
would  be  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  at  all  times  available. 
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In  the  City  of  Boston,  and  in  some  of  the  adjoining  towns,  the 
authorities  seem  to  take  advantage  of  all  available  means  to  repel 
fires,  and  in  addition  to  their  steamers,  hose  carriages,  chemical  en- 
gines, etc.,  have  placed  in  the  engine  houses,  Fire  Annihilators, 
with  proper  persons  appointed  to  use  them.  In  very  many  cases 
these  have  proved  effective,  particularly  in  the  early  stages  of  a 
fire.  A  trial  of  them  could  do  no  harm  ;  the  expense  is  light,  and 
the  engineers  would  recommend  the  purchase  of  two  or  three  to  be 
placed  in  the  engine  houses. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Board  of  Engineers  have  done  all  in 
their  power  to  keep  up  the  department.  The  engines  have  been 
kept  in  good  repair,  with  full  companies  attached  to  each,  and  all 
necessary  repairs  have  been  made  upon  the  engine  houses.  The  pay 
o  the  department,  when  full,  amounts  to  $1,150,  for  which,  with 
the  expense  of  keeping  the  engines,  hose,  and  all  the  fire  appara- 
tus in  good  repair,  with  the  additional  expense  always  attending 
fires  in  town,  particularly  when  steamers  and  engines  from  neigh- 
boring towns  come  here  to  render  assistance,  the  engineers  would 
recommend  the  same  appropriation  as  last  year. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  again  remind  the  town  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  being  better,  supplied  with  water  in  case  of  fire,  either 
b}r  building  sufficient  reservoirs,  or  by  some  arrangement  with  the 
City  of  Boston  whereby  water  could  be  obtained  from  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir.  Could  this  be  accomplished,  with  hydrants  placed 
throughout  the  town,  a  Steamer,  with  two  or  three  Hose  Carriages 
would  be  sufficient. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


Engineers 
of 


J.  L.  B.  PRATT, 
C.  J.  CROCKETT, 
M.  A.  BROWN, 
CHARLES  CURRIER.  J  Brighton. 

Feb.  1,  1871. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  OF  EVERGREEN  CEMETERY. 


Interments  of  those  who  died  during  the  year,  18.  Adults, 
11  ;  under  twelve  years,  7.  Whole  number  interred  in  cemetery, 
466. 

The  remains  of  some  150  persons  have  been  removed  from  the 
old  burial-ground  on  Market  street,  that  are  not  included  in  the 
above. 

The  outside  avenue  should  be  improved  with  gravel,  and  by  the 
removal  of  large  rocks  and  the  ledge  which  crosses  it. 

Four  lots  were  graded  and  nearly  finished  when  the  cold  weather 
set  in,  but  will  undoubtedly  be  completed  when  the  frost  permits, 
agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  town  last  March.  Three  lots  remain 
untouched. 

It  is  desirable  that  a  piece  of  ground  should  be  prepared  for 
single  graves,  which  are  desired  by  those  who  areotleb  a  to  npur- 
chase  a  lot. 

The  borders  by  the  gate-way  were  so  shaded  by  the  trees  that 
plants  would  not  flourish  there,  but  by  removing  them  to  either 
side  of  the  pathway  leading  to  the  Soldiers'  Monument  they  made 
a  fair  appearance  during  the  season. 

It  was  intended  to  excavate  the  ledge  which  crosses  the  Eastern 
Avenue,  and  a  survey  was  made  for  the  purpose,  but  laborers  could 
not  be  obtained  to  remove  the  earth  from  it  before  the  frost  came. 
Had  it  been  removed,  the  work  could  have  gone  on  during  the 
winter,  and  two  parties  were  ready  to  contract  for  it. 

In  removing  the  remains  from  the  old  burying-ground  on  Market 
Street  to  the  Cemetery,  the  Chairman  of  the  Selectmen  and  the 
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senior  member  of  the  Committee  selected  two  pieces  of  ground 
near  the  gate-way,  twenty  feet  wide,  extending  from  the  pathway 
by  the  front  fence  to  the  first  avenue  on  the  left,  leaving  a  path 
six  feet  in  width  between  them.  The  Selectmen  employed  men 
to  dig  over  one  of  the  strips  to  the  avenue  the  whole  length,  the 
other  about  half-way,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  remains  have  been 
placed  in  one  of  the  lots.  Some  of  the  descendants  desired  sepa- 
rate lots  and  two  were  taken  by  the  Committee  for  that  purpose, 
leaving  the  number  of  prepared  lots  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the 
year  much  smaller  than  is  desirable. 

The  official  term  of  your  Committee  will  expire  at  the  next  an- 
nual meeting  and  neither  of  them  desire  re-election.  They  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  Cemetery  be  entrusted  to  a  special  Com- 
mittee, who  shall  employ  some  suitable  person  to  take  the  charge 
of  the  grounds,  to  have  authority  to  employsuch  laborers  as  may 
be  required,  and  is  willing  to  work  himself. 

CHARLES  HEARD,         )  Cemetery 
E.  AUGUSTUS  STORY,  f  Committee. 

Brighton,  Feb.  1,  1872. 


ASSESSORS'  REPORT 

AND 

COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  BRIGHTON. 

January,  1872. 


ASSESSORS'  REPORT. 


The  Assessors  respectfully  submit  the  following  report :  — 


Resident  valuation :  — 

Real  Estate,  $5,738,745  00 

Personal  Estate,  1,378,801  00 

Bank  Shares,  196,091  00 


Non-resident  valuation :  — 

Non-resident  Real  Estate,  $1,418,945  00 

"         "       Personal  Estate,         $222,150  00 


$7,313,637  00 


$1,641,095  00 


Total  Valuation,  $8,954,732  00 

Tax  on  the  above  at  $10  on  $1,000,  $89,547  32 
1,331  polls  at  $2.00  each,  2,662  00 


$92,209  32 

Additional  Tax,  372  00 


$92,581  32 


Town  Grant,  $75,000  00 

State  Tax,  9,250  00 

County  Tax,  3,765  66 

Overlayings,  4,193  66 

Additionals,  372  00 


$92,581  32 


Abatements  for  1871,  $1,482  39 


Taxation  on  Stock  in  National  Banks  in  Brighton, 
belonging  to  non-residents,  and  committed  to 
the  Collector,  not  included  in  the  foregoing,  $3,864  09 
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STATISTICS. 


Acres  of  land  taxed  in  Brighton, 
Houses, 

Enrolled  as  soldiers, 


2,370 
730 
759 
255 
577 
715 
174 


Dogs, 
Horses, 
Swine, 
Cows, 


No.  of  School  Children  between  Five  and  Fifteen  Tears  of  Age. 


We  would  recommend  to  the  citizens  of  the  town  a  careful  ob- 
servance of  the  requirements  contained  in  the  annual  notice, 
issued  on  the  1st  of  May,  calling  upon  tax-payers  to  bring  in 
their  lists  of  all  taxable  property. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  cases,  this  notice  is  unheeded,  but 
within  the  last  eighteen  months  the  changes  of  taxable  property 
within  the  town  have  been  so  numerous,  that  it  should  be  made 
imperative  upon  such  persons  to  perform  their  part  of  these  duties, 
rendering  it  less  complicated  and  vexatious  to  the  Assessors, 
besides  saving  time  and  expense  to  the  town. 


Boys, 
Girls, 


430 
440 


870 


GEO.  H.  HOWE, 
WM.  R.  CHAMPNEY, 
H.  W.  JORDAN, 


Assessors  of 
Brighton. 


COLLECTOR'S  ACCOUNT. 


William  F.  Bennett,  Collector,  in  account  with  the  Town  of 
Brighton,  for  taxes  of  1871. 

Dr. 

Items  per  warrant,  1871 :  — 
Town  grant, 
State  tax, 
County  tax, 
Overlayings, 
Additionals, 

Tax  on  non-resident  Bank  Shareholders, 
Interest  collected, 

$96,517  60 


$75,000  00 
9,250  00 
3,765  66 
4,193  66 
372  00 

 $92,581  32 

3,864  09 
72  19 


Cr. 

Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer,  $85,931  83 

"       County  Treasurer,  3,765  66 

Discount  on  taxes  at  6  per  cent.,  5,337  72 

Abatements,  1,482  39 

$96,517  60 


WILLIAM  F.  BENNETT,  Collector. 

February  6,  1872. 


REPORTS 

OF  THE 

POLICE  AND  TRUANT  OFFICERS. 

January  31,  1872. 


POLICE  REPORT. 


OFFICERS  ON  REGULAR  DUTY. 

Harvey  J.  Beckwith,  Nicholas  G.  Lynch, 

SPECIAL  OFFICERS. 

Alva  J.  Wilson,  Joseph  A.  Putnam, 

George  Wilson,  Simon  W.  Brown, 

John  R.  Black,  Allen  Hood. 
Charles  H.  Hurd, 

FOR  DUTY  AT  CHESTNUT  HILL  RESERVOIR. 

John  H.  Henshaw,  George  F.  Wiggin, 

John  Mains,  R.  W.  Sawtelle. 

FOR  DUTY  AT  THE  RIVERSIDE  HOUSE. 

Samuel  Deering. 

RAILROAD  POLICE  AT  THE  B.  &  A.  R.  R.  DEPOTS. 

John  R.  Moore,  John  Parkhurst. 

Persons  furnished  with  food  and  lodging  by  the  Night  Police,  220. 


ARRESTS. 


Adultery, 

2 

Affray, 

5 

Assault  and  battery, 

49 

Bastardy, 

2 

Cruelty  to  animals, 

32 

Disorderly, 

1 

39 


Drunkenness,  246 

Disturbing  the  peace,  7 

Embezzlement,  1 

Idle  and  disorderly,  3 

Insane,  1 

Larceny,  29 

Malicious  mischief,  7 

Peddling  without  license,  4 

Pickpockets,  2 

Sellings  fireworks  without  license,  2 

Threats,  2 

Vagabonds,  12 

Violation  of  town  by-laws,  4 

Violation  of  Sunday  law,  1 


Respectfully  submitted, 


HARVEY  J.  BECKWITH,  )  Police 
NICHOLAS  G.  LYNCH,     ]  Officers, 

Brighton,  Feb.  1,  1872. 


TRUANT  OFFICERS'  REPORT. 


We  herewith  respectfully  submit  our  Annual  Report.  The  duties 
of  the  truant  officer  are  always  disagreeable,  and  sometimes  delicate 
and  difficult ;  for  while  in  a  large  share  of  the  cases  of  truancy 
the  parents  are  the  parties  most  at  fault,  we  can  only  reach  the 
children  ;  and  how  to  reach  them  most  effectually  is  often  a  difficult 
task.  We  have  truant  by-laws  upon  our  town  records,  but  the 
town  has  set  apart  no  place  (as  is  the  case  with  most  towns  around 
us)  where  truants  and  absentees  can  be  confined,  and  the  only 
means  of  punishment  left  us  is  by  a  fine,  which  in  nine-tenths  of 
the  cases  would  be  paid  by  the  very  money  that  should  be  used  for 
their  support ;  for  the  parents  of  this  class  of  scholars  are  almost 
always  poor  and  unable  to  pay  any  fine,  however  light,  without 
occasioning  severe  suffering. 

The  truant  officers,  during  the  past  year,  at  the  request  of  the 
School  Committee  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
have  given  more  time  and  attention  to  truants  and  absentees  than 
heretofore,  and  we  believe  the  extra  expenditure  has  been  judicious. 
The  record  of  the  average  attendance  of  our  schools  never  stood 
as  high  as  during  the  past  year.  The  driving  of  cattle,  etc.,  by 
pupils  of  the  Grammar  Schools,  which  has  caused  so  much  trouble, 
has  greatly  decreased.  We  have  placed  a  box  at  the  Post  Office, 
which  we  visit  every  day,  and  by  which  any  one  desiring  to  com- 
municate with  us  can  be  sure  of  reaching  us  without  trouble,  and 
we  would  earnestly  urge  upon  the  parents  a  hearty  co-operation 
with  the  officers ;  for  in  this  way  and  in  no  other  can  truancy  and 
absenteeism  be  entirely  stopped. 

N.  G.  LYNCH, 
JAMES  A.  COGSWELL, 
JOHN  BRENNAN, 


Truant 
Officers. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

OP  THE 

EXPENDITURES  AND  EECEIPTS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  BRIGHTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR   ENDING   JANUARY  31,  1872. 


EXPENDITURES. 


SALARIES  OF  TEACHERS. 

Appropriation,  $14,000  00 

Income  from  School  Fund,      $269  46 

_  $14,269  46 

Expenditure,  $14,636  99. 

j  High  School. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Wormelle,  Principal,  $1,800  00 

Miss  Anna  J.  George,  Assistant,  700  00 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Waugh,        "  620  00 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher,  116  66 

Mr.  Alfred  Morand,  French  Teacher,  50  00 


$3,286  66 


Bennett  Grammar  School. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Hammond,  Principal,  $1,650  00 

Miss  Sarah  P.  Morrill,  Assistant,  520  00 

Miss  Helen  A.  Leavitt,       "  500  00 

Miss  Charlotte  Adams,       "  500  00 

Miss  Annie  F.  Coolidge,     "  24  00 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher,  116  67 


$3,310  67 


Harvard  Grammar  School. 

Mr.  Guilford  D.  Bigelow,  Principal,  $1,650  00 

Miss  Ellen  Child,  Assistant,  500  00 

Miss  Mary  F.  Child,  Assistant,  450  00 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher,  116  67 


$2,716  67 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$9,314  00 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $9,314  00 

Primary  No.  1. 

Miss  Mary  B.  Monto,  Principal,  $450  00 

Miss  Sarah  F.  Monto,  Assistant,  375  00 

Miss  Nannie  Clapp,          "  15  00 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher,  1111 


Primary  No.  2. 

Miss  Emma  F.  Morrill,  Principal,  $475  00 

Miss  Bertha  Sanger,  Assistant,  93  75 

Miss  Abbie  A.  Norton,     «  375  00 

Miss  Abbie  L.  Hoar,       "  238  33 

Miss  Clara  S.  Stevens,     "  28  00 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher,  11  11 


Primary  No.  3. 

Miss  Mary  J.  Osborn,  Principal,  $450  00 

Miss  Bertha  Sanger,  Assistant,  281  25 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher,  1111 


Primary  No.  4. 

Miss  Fannie  A.  Swan,  Principal,  $412  50 

Miss  Ellen  J.  Lane,  37  50 

Miss  Ellen  J.  Lane,  Assistant,  343  75 

Miss  Abbie  L.  Hoar,       "  31  25 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher,  1111 


Primary  No.  5. 

Miss  Emma  P.  Dana,  Principal,  $450  00 

Miss  Fannie  W.  Currier,  Assistant,  375  00 

Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher,  11  11 


$851  11 


$1,221  19 


$742  36 


$836  11 


$836  11 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$13,800  88 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $13,800  8£ 

Primary  No.  6. 

Miss  Alice  A.  Swett,  Principal, 
Miss  Georgie  Alexander,  Assistant, 
Mr.  C.  E.  Whiting,  Music  Teacher, 


$14,636  99 


$450  00 
375  00 
11  11 
  $836  11 


FUEL  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

Appropriation,  $1,000  00. 
Expenditure,        991  10. 

High  School  and  Primary  No.  4. 
J.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  20J-  tons  of  coal,  $167  00 


Bennett  Grammar  School. 

J.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  26^  tons  coal,  $214  92 

Chaffee  &  Cummings,  charcoal,  10  00 

Holmes  &  Rugg,  wood,  9  00 


Harvard  Grammar  and  Primary  No.  1. 

J.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  20^  tons  coal,  $161  72 

Chaffee  &  Cummings,  charcoal,  12  50 


primary  no.  2. 

J.  Baldwin,  Jr.,         tons  coal,  $95  56 

Aiken  &  Woodward,  charcoal,  14  40 


$167  0C 


$233  92 


$174  22 


$109  96 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$  685  10 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $685  10 

Primary  No.  3. 


J.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  14£  tons  coal,  $113  08 

Aiken  &  Woodward,  charcoal,  14  40 


Primary  No.  5. 
T.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  9£  tons  coal,  $78  32 


Primary  No.  6. 
J.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  12£  tons  coal,  $100  20 


INCIDENTALS  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

Appropriation,  $4,000  00. 
Expenditure,     $6,222  61. 

Sundry  persons,  books,  stationery,  and  miscellaneous 
expenses,  $95  42 


High  School. 
Walter  Clemens,  janitor*  $70  00 

Frank  H.  Tubbs,  janitor,  207  75 

Benjamin  Wormelle,  books,  stationery,  etc.,  57  02 
J.  L.  Hammett,  one  Campbell  Tellurian,  100  00 

John  H.  McCausland,  carpenter  work,  72  58 

J.  I.  Bates  &  Co.,  galvanized  pipe,  labor,  etc.,  64  86 
George  W.  Wentworth,  repairing,  38  25 

George  W.  Walker  &  Co.,  repairing  steam  ap- 
paratus, 28  07 
Sundry  persons,  piano  cover,  erasers,  sta- 
tionery, and  miscellaneous  articles,  73  92 


$127  48 


$78  32 


$100  20 
$991  10 


»5  42 


$712  45 


Amount  carried  forward, 


^07  87 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $807  87 

Bennett  Grammar  School. 

George  W.  Walker  &  Co.,  steam-heating  s 
apparatus,  $1,300  00 

George  W.  Walker  &  Co.,  portable  furnace 

and  furniture,  322  81 

Frank  H.  Tubbs,  janitor,  116  66 

Walter  Clemens,  janitor,  80  00 

John  H.  McCausland,  carpenter  labor  and 

stock,  82  76 

J.  L.  Ross,  desks  and  settees,  70  50 

American  Tablet  Co.,  blackboards  and  era- 
sers, 88  34 

J.  L.  Hammett,  settees,  60  00 

E.  H.  Hammond,  stationery  and  incidentals,  53  50 

J.  F.  Houghton,  painting,  44  83 

Sundry  persons,  piano  cover,  miscellaneous 

articles,  repairing,  etc.,  105  42 

  $2,324  82 

Harvard  Grammar  School. 

Patrick  McDermott,  care  of  building,  $253  37 

J.  O.  Tubbs,  painting,  78  00 

J.  C.  Wadleigh,  repairing,  54  60 

W.  G.  Shattuck,  desk,  40  50 

Samuel  N.  Davenport,  repairing,  21  25 
Sundry  persons,  stationery  and  miscellaneous 

articles,  53  66 

  $501  38 


Primary  No.  1. 

Sundry  persons,  books,  stationery,  and  mis- 
cellaneous articles,  $16  54 


$16  54 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$3,650  61 
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Amount  brougJit  forward,  $3,650  61 

Primary  No.  2. 

B.  N.  Bradt  &  Co.,  school  furniture,  $657  86 

C.  G.  Crockett  &  Co.,  putting  in  furnace,  138  00 
J.  K.  Kimball,  care  of  building,  98  50 
H.  C.  Lougee,  galvanized  iron  pipe,  furnace, 

grate,  etc.,  95  50 

J.  C.  Wadleigh,  carpenter  work,  49  53 

John  W.  Wentworth,  mason  work,  37  50 
Livermore  &  Thaxter,  desk  and  covering 

table,  24  50 

Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  articles,  35  63 


$1,137  02 


Primary  No.  3. 

Thomas  Hurley,  care  of  building,  $100  00 
C.  G.  Crockett  &  Co.,  removing  and  reset- 
ting furnace,  .  87  00 
J.  G.  Campbell,  carpenter  labor,  30  38 
Livermore  &  Thaxter,  chairs  and  curtains,  26  00 
Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  articles,  47  02 


Primary  No.  4. 
Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  articles,  $11  15 


$290  40 


$11  15 


Primary  No.  5. 

Walter  Clemens,  janitor,  $60  00 

Frank  H.  Tubbs,  janitor,  58  34 

J.  O.  Tubbs,  painting,  90  00 

John  G.  Campbell,  carpenter  labor,  39  37 

George  W.  Walker  &  Co.,  registers,  31  20 

George  W.  Wentworth,  whitening  rooms,  30  00 

J.  L.  Hammett,  settees,  30  00 


$367  05 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$5,456  23 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $5,456  23 

Primary  No.  6. 

James  W.  Coolidge,  janitor  and  sundries,        $119  06 

J.  O.  Tubbs,  painting  and  materials  furnished,   237  20 

Matthew  Terry,  digging  well,  141  00 

Samuel  N.  Davenport,  repairing,  43  05 

Joseph  I.  Bates  &  Co.,  Magee  stove,  pipe  and 

furniture  and  sundry  articles,  148  26 

Livermore  &  Thaxter,  shades,  39  00 

Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  articles,  38  81 

  $766  38 

$6,222  61 


EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $400  00. 
Expenditure,       182  88. 
Frances  Farnum,  teaching,  $21  59 

Jennie  Smith,  "  21  75 

Augustus  Mason,  use  of  hall,  67  50 

George  W.  Warren,  books  and  stationery,  25  44 

Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous   articles  and 

services,  51  60 


Water  for  School  No.  2,  and  Engine  Co.  No.  2. 

John  W.  Wentworth,  building  cistern  and 

putting  in  pumps,  $566  11 

J.  C.  Wadleigh,  labor  and  teams  furnished,         23  24 


$589  35 


BRIDGES. 

Appropriation,  $2,500  00. 

Expenditure,      2,072  63. 
William  Norton,  hoisting  draws,  etc.,  $353  75 

Maynard  &  Potter,  hoisting  draws,  218  75 


Amount  carried  forward,  $572  50 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $572  50 

G.  Fuller  &  Son,  hoisting  draws,  17  00 

Bixby  and  Cole,  repairing  draws  on  Harvard 


and  River  Street  bridges, 

492  92 

W.  R.  Bradford,  three  beam  castings, 

414  40 

Chauncey  Page,  &  Co.,  lumber, 

191  56 

J.  G.  &  N.  G.  Gooch,  lumber, 

116  42 

Allen  and  Endicott,  iron  work, 

122  83 

Joel  Robinson,  iron  work, 

79  13 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Appropriation, 

$2,500  00. 

Received  from  estate  of  Patrick  McGee 

250  00. 

$2,750  00. 

Expenditure, 

$2,698  37. 

D.  0.  Sanger,  groceries  for  Poor  Farm, 

$351  22 

Fiske  and  Marshall,  provisions,  " 

259  20 

Mr.  John  R.  Black,  care  of  " 

226  41 

A.  Nye  &  Co.,  fish  " 

10  72 

J.  G.  &  N.  G.  Gooch,  lumber,  " 

77  28 

Andrew  Stone,  cow,  " 

75  00 

Coffin  and  Magee,  flour  and  grain,  for  Poor 

Farm, 

151  20 

John  Bergen,  horse  and  man  for  Poor  Farm,       24  00 

Henry  C.  Lougee,  sundry  articles,  " 

26  65 

James  'Sheridan  and  others,  labor,  " 

43  00 

Maynard  &  Potter,  coal,  " 

32  00 

Baxter  &  Sanborn,  clothing,  etc.,  " 

59  42 

Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  items,  " 

46  97 

Maynard  &  Potter,  coal  for  poor  persons, 

122  87 

Alice  Magee,  Patrick  Magee,  money, 

250  00 

Worcester  Lun.  Hosp.,  board  of  Juliet 

G. 

Pritchard, 

275  50 

City  of  Chelsea,  assistance  to  Francis 

W. 

Broad, 

62  75 

Amount  carried  forward, 

$2,094  19 

$2,072  63 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $2 

,094 

19 

Police  officers,  food  for  lodgers, 

86 

18 

Catherine  Haggerty,  assistance, 

55 

00 

Ann  Magee,  " 

33 

00 

Delia  Weld,  " 

92 

50 

Industrial  School  for  girls,  board  of  Sarah  A. 

and  Mary  J.  Davis, 

33 

71 

Expense  of  sickness  and  burial  of  Mary  A. 

Bergen,  small-pox  patient, 

89 

25 

T-V         TT     ~T7*     If        •   J  •        1        LA.  1 

Dr.  H.  E.  Marion,  medical  attendance, 

23 

00 

Dr.  I.  G.  Braman,       "  44 

38 

00 

Lyman  Belknap  &  Co.,  turkeys  Thanksgiving, 

22 

74 

City  of  Boston,  aid  for  various  persons. 

12 

75 

Sundry  persons,  assistance, 

118 

05 

$2,698  37 


STATE  AID. 

Charlotte  R.  Warren,  $96  00 

Marietta  A.  Smith,  96  00 

Daniel  B.  Kennison,  34  00 

McDonald  children,  96  00 

Caroline  M.  Lee,  96  00 

Catherine  Golden,  48  00 

Mrs.  J.  Q.  A.  Cushman,  96  00 

Nancy  S.  Newhall,  64  00 

Elizabeth  Barry,  16  00 


HOLTON  CHARITY  FUND  ($950). 

Balance  in  treasury  Feb.  1,  1871,  $1,361  85 

Interest  to  Feb.  1,  1872,  81  71 


$642  00 


$1,443  56 
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HOLTON  CHARITY  FUND  ($1,425). 
Dr. 

Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  1,  1871,  $1,425  00 

Interest  to  Feb.  1,  1872,  85  50 

  $1,510  50 

Cr. 

Bycash  paid  for  provisions,  $85  50 

Balance,  1,425  00 

  $1,510  50 


HIGHWAYS. 


Cash  paid  sundry  persons,  for  labor  and 

teams,  as  per  vouchers,                  $15,509  90 

Sundry  persons,  for  gravel, 

2,202 

74 

Cash  paid  labor  and  teams  on  Everett  st., 

1,046 

17 

Charles  White,  sharpening  and  repairing 

tools,  shoeing  horses,   cattle,  etc., 

486 

07 

J.  W.  Caldwell,  making  drags,  tool  chest, 

truck,  cart,  scrapers  and  repairing, 

212 

75 

Coffin  &  Magee,  grain, 

443 

45 

B.  F.  Ricker  &  Co.,  hay  and  straw, 

513 

14 

J.  G.  &  N.  G.  Gooch,  lumber, 

241 

26 

John  Kennedy,  repairing, 

129 

75 

D.  O.  Sanger,  grain  tools  and  sundry  articles, 

144 

01 

Horace  W.  Jordan,  cash  paid  for  cattle, 

440 

00 

Davis  &  Farnum,  grates  and  frames  for 

cesspools, 

183 

40 

J.  Breck  &  Son,  tools, 

68 

50 

Jonas  Fiske  and  others,  making  and  repair- 

ing harneses, 

73 

84 

Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  articles, 

110 

87 

Maynard  &  Potter,  coal,  stone  crusher, 

595 

25 

Rawson  &  Hittenger,  chills,  and  repairing 

crusher, 

512 

59 

J.  W.  Caldwell,  frame  for  crusher, 

60 

00 

Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  articles, 

54 

77 

$23,028  46 
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MARKET  STREET  WIDENING. 
Appropriation,   $50,000  00. 
Expenditure,      $48,549  37. 
Sundry  persons,  labor  and  materials,  as 

per  vouchers, 
Cattle  Fair  Hotel  Corp.,  land  damage 
George  Sparhawk,  "  " 

Edward  C.  Sparhawk,  "  " 

Albert  Howe,  "  " 

Heirs  of  Stephen  H.  Bennett,"  " 
Edmund  Rice,  Boyd,  "  " 


John  Denver,  "  14 

Samuel  R.  Perkins,  "  " 

Patrick  Gaffy,  "  " 

Matthew  Mullen,  "  " 

Heirs  of  John  Norton,  "  " 

Salma  Kendall,  "  " 

Cephas  H.  Brackett,  "  M 

Henry  M.  Wightman,  plans,  profiles  and 
surveying, 

Rawson  &  Hittenger,  in  part  for  stone 
crusher, 

Charles  White,  sharpening  and  repairing 
tools,  shoeing  horses  and  oxen,  etc., 

B.  F.  Ricker  &  Co.,  hay, 

Mosher  &  Clark,  one  pair  of  cattle, 

Samuel  N.  Cofran,  bricks  for  drains, 

Day  &  Collins,  drain  pipe, 

James  A.  Cogswell,  moving  bodies  from 
burial-ground, 

J.  Breck  &  Son,  tools, 

Proctor,  Warren  &  Brigham,  professional 
services,  preparing  location,  examining 
law  questions  as  to  respective  rights  of 
the  town  and  the  B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co., 
in  reference  to  widening  of  and  new 
bridge  across  the  railroad,  and  repeated 
consultations  with  Company  or  their 
Attorney. 


$21,834  09 
9,142  50 
3,094  00 
2,532  80 
2,096  00 
1,937  25 
1,290  40 
909  80 
715  60 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
351  62 
152  87 
110  88 

516  25 


400  00 

318  41 
171  40 
210  00 
112  50 
228  00 

125  00 
100  00 


200  00 


$48,549  37 
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ROCKLAND  STREET  ALTERATION. 


Appropriation,  $50,000  00. 
Expenditure,     $39,310  66. 


Sundry  persons,  for  labor  and  materials,  as 

per  vouchers. 
Dodavah  &  Lucy  D.  Scates,  land  damages, 
Kicker  &  Wilson,  " 
Heirs  of  William  Warren,  u 
James  McFlynn,  " 
William  Colwell,  " 
Stephen  Brooks,  " 
Cattle  Fair  Hotel  Corporation,  " 
Austin  Bigelow,  " 
Charles  B.  Travis,  " 
J.  Breck  &  Son,  tools, 
Charles  White,  repairing,  shoeing  horses 

and  cattle, 

George  W.  Wentworth,  building  cesspools, 

S.  M.  Cofran,  bricks  for  cesspools, 

Henry  M.  Wightman,  plans  and  surveying, 

Day  &  Collins,  drain  pipe, 

Rawson  &  Hittenger,  part  payment  for 

stone  crusher, 
Davis  &  Farnum,  grates  and  frames  for 

cesspools, 
Coffin  &  Magee,  grain  and  meal, 
Proctor,  Warren  &  Brigham,  professional 

services,  preparing  location  and  advice 

at  various  times  during  construction 

of  road, 


$15,289  86 
9,742  75 
5,360  97 
3,507  49 
914  75 
314  64 
1,098  40 
200  00 
165  20 
131  55 
316  49 

455  75 
126  62 
205  50 
222  25 
495  67 

400  00 

162  45 
125  32 


75  00 
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CAMBRIDGE  STREET. 


Appropriation,  $15,000  00. 
Expenditure,     $15,298  76. 

Cambridge  Street,  East  op  Union  Square. 


Sundry  persons,  labor  and  materials,  as  per 


vouchers, 

$7,706 

36 

George  W.  Hollis,  filling  material, 

1,617 

00 

Jno.  English,  damages  awarded  by  sheriff's 

jury, 

1,619 

72 

Zenas  B.    Bird,  damages   awarded  by 

sheriff's  jury, 

1,213 

84 

Cyrus  Dupee,  grade  damages, 

350 

00 

Proctor  &  Warren,  professional  services 

in  English  and  Bird  trials,  before 

sheriff's  jury,  and  services  effecting 

change  in  the  location  of  track  of 

Union  Railway  Co., 

215 

00 

W.  F.  Warren,  services  in  English  and 

Bird  trials, 

60 

00 

Benjamin  Fobes,  fees  for  and  summoning 

witnesses,  etc., 

59 

40 

Coffin  and  Magee,  grain, 

164 

00 

Wm.  L.  Wellman,  fencing  materials, 

200 

00 

N.  A.  Griggs,  gravel, 

980 

37 

A.  L.  Danforth,  building  walls, 

124 

25 

$14,309  97 


Cambridge  Street,  West  of  Union  Square. 

Sundry  persons,  for  labor  and  materials,  as 

per  vouchers,  $595  87 

Gideon  P.  Brown,  land  damages,  353  92 

Edw'd  C.  Sparhawk,  "        "  39  00 

  $988  79 
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WIDENING  OF  WINSHIP  STREET. 

Appropriation,  $12,000  00. 
Expenditure,    $12,603  98. 


Sundry  persons,  for  labor  and  materials,  as 


per  vouchers,  $7,284 

96 

John  Hickey,  land  damages, 

379 

50 

Daniel  M.  O  Connell,  land  damages, 

1,101 

86 

Nathan  E.  Willis,        "  " 

1,364 

50 

Cephas  H.  Brackett,      "  " 

986 

64 

Rawson  &  Hittenger,  in  part  for  stone  crusher, 

400 

00 

Charles  White,  sharpening  and  repairing  tools 

,  180 

20 

TV           •              n          T"l                                    /»                                               A  At* 

Davis  &  Farnum,  frames,  grates,  etc.,  for 

cesspools, 

252 

55 

Coffin  &  Magee,  grain  and  meal, 

129 

50 

Philip  Ay  1  ward,  stone  work, 

100 

00 

George  W.  Wentworth,  labor  on  cesspools, 

95 

72 

Henry  M.  Wightman,  plans  and  surveying, 

68 

12 

Day  &  Collins,  drain  pipe, 

135 

43 

Samuel  N.  Cofran,  bricks, 

75 

00 

Proctor,  Warren  &  Brigham  services  on 

location,  and  advice  as  to  damages 

claimed,  and  various  questions  aris- 

ing during  construction  of  street, 

50 

00 

$12,603  98 


ALLSTON  STREET  CONSTRUCTION. 

Appropriation,  $3,000  00. 
Expenditure,     $2,158  44. 

Sundry  persons,  labor  and  materials,  as  per 

vouchers,  $1,644  70 

Marshall  S.  Rice,  surveying,  46  20 

Cash  paid  miscellaneous  expenses,  55  29 

Sundry  persons,  labor  on  extension,  from 
Allston  street  over  Cory's  Hill 
(so  called),  412  25 

  $2,158  44 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation,  $1,800  00. 
Expenditure,     $1,767  94. 


Salary  Engine  Co.,  No.  1, 

$468 

03 

"          "       "   No.  2, 

500 

00 

Wilson  Hose  Company,  services, 

60 

00 

Cambridge  Fire  Department,  expenses  at 

Varnish  Factory,  fires  of  March 

6th  and  28th,  1871, 

105 

00 

James  Boyd  &  Sons,  hose,  fire-hats,  re- 

pairing, etc., 

94 

24 

Hunneman  &  Co.,  repairing  engines, 

84 

50 

J.  H.  McCausland,     "  engine-houses, 

39 

93 

James  A.  Cogswell,  badges,  letters,  etc., 

40 

12 

Salma  Kendall,  sundry  articles, 

58 

00 

D.  Otis  Sanger,  sundry  articles, 

45 

05 

J.  I.  Bates  &  Co.,  iron  pipe  and  repairing, 

26 

02 

H.  C.  Lougee,  tin  ware,  etc., 

44 

95 

Sundry  persons,  repairing  engines  and 

houses, 

74 

20 

Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  articles  and 

services  rendered, 

127 

90 

$1,767  94 


POLICE  DEPARMENT. 

Appropriation,  $2,500  00. 
Expenditure,     $3,142  05. 

H.  J.  Beckwith,  services,  1871-72,  $1,095  00 

N.  G.  Lynch,          "     1871-72,  1,108  00 

Benjamin  Fobes,     "      1871-72,  201  00 

Special  police  officers,  1871,  106  50 

Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  articles,  65  05 

Cash  paid  police  officers  for  services  at 

time  of  cattle  disease  panic,  566  50 

 $3,142  05 
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SALARIES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Appropriation,  $3,500  00. 
Expenditure,     $3,630  00. 

Board  of  Auditors,  services,  1870-71,  $75  00 

Horace  W.  Baxter,  Horace  W.  Jordan  and 
B.  F.  Kicker,  selectmen,  overseers  of 
poor  and  surveyors  of  ways,  1870-71,     750  00 

John  L.  B.  Pratt,  J.  G.  Davis,  George  H. 

Peck,  engineers,  1870-71,  225  00 

W.  F.  Warren,  Treasurer,  1870-71,  500  00 

"    Warren,  town  clerk,  1870-71,  200  00 

George  H.  Howe,  Wm.  R.  Champney  and 

Horace  W.  Jordan,  assessors,  1871,     1,300  00 

J.  P.  C.  Winship,  C.  H.  B.  Breek,  school  com- 
mittee, 1871,  350  00 

Joseph  Bennett,  school  committee,  1871  (in 

part),  100  00 

James  A.  Cogswell,  truant  officer,  1870-71,        30  00 

N.  G.  Lynch,  "         "     1871-72,      100  00 

 $3,630  00 


PRINTING. 

Appropriation,  $750  00. 
Expenditure,     $796  52. 

Rockwell  &  Churchill,  printing  town  report, 
school  reports,  labels  for  library,  print- 
ing for  schools,  etc.,  $562  77 
Rice,  Goddard,  &  Co.,  notices,  tax  bills,  by- 
laws, etc.,  51  50 
J.  E.  Farwell  &%Co.,  voting  lists,  etc.,               43  50 
H.  M.  Stimson,  printing  and  advertising,           24  50 
John  Adams,  warrants  and  rules  for  fire  dep't,      37  00 
Sundry  persons,  miscellaneous  printing,             77  25 

  $796  52 
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HOLTON  LIBRARY. 

Appropriation,  $1,000  00. 

Expenditure,     $1,037  38. 

W.  F.  Warren,  librarian,  $300  00 

Ira  Bradley  &  Co.,  binding  books,  77  48 

Stephen  Smith  &  Son,  screen-work  and  cases,     45  00 

F.  Perlmutter,  hand  stamp,  25  00 

Hooper,  Lewis  &  Co.,  numerical  catalogue,         28  50 

Clara  A.  Wentworth,  services  on  catalogue,      189  41 

Mary  J.  Bowker,  "  "  159  08 

Thomas  P.  Bray,  "  "  101  33 

Sundry  persons,  expressage,  library  cards, 

and  slips,  and  miscellaneous  articles 

and  services,  111  58 

  $1,037  38 


LIGHTING  STREETS  AND  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Appropriation,  $2,000  00. 
Expenditure,     $1,970  12. 

Brookline  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  $1,437  32 

Beckwith  and  Lynch,  lighting,  459  00 

Sundry  persons,  painting  and  repairing  lan- 
terns, setting  posts,  etc.,  73  80 

  $1,970  12 


CEMETERY. 

Appropriation,  $2,000  00. 

Received  for  lots  sold  and  care  of  lots,  $601  50. 

Expenditure,  .  $1,010  05. 

J.  W.  Willis,  stone  posts,  $102  20 

Scates  &  Lyman,  carriages,  15  00 
Sundry  persons,  labor  and  materials,  as  per 

vouchers,  892  85 

 $1,010  05 
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DECORATION  OF  SOLDIERS'  GRAVES  AND  MONUMENT. 
Appropriation,  $400  00 

Cash  paid  Treas'r  Soldiers'  Club,  $400  00 


STATE  TAX. 


Tax  for  1870,  as  per  warrant  of  Assessors,  $9,250  00 

Cash  paid  State  Treasurer,  $9,250  00 


TOWN  OF  BRIGHTON  IN  ACC'T  WITH  TAX  ON  SHARES 
IN  NATIONAL  BANKS. 

Dr. 

To  tax  assessed  in  1871,  $3,864  09 

Cr. 

By  discount  allowed,  $231  85 

"  cash  paid  State  Treasurer,  1,422  00 

Balance,  2,210  24 

  $3,864  09 


CORPORATION  TAX. 
Dr. 

Amount  due  the  Town  tax  of  1871,  as  by  Cer- 
tificate Tax  Commissioner,  $5,616  31 

Balance  due  on  tax  of  1870,  .    161  48 

  $5,777  79 

Cr. 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  $5s701  09 

Balance  due,  76  70 

  $5,777  79 
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COLLECTOR'S  COMMISSIONS. 
Paid  W.  F.  Bennett,  Collector's  Commissions, 
one  per  cent,  on  $89,697  49,  tax  of 
1871,  $896  97 


LEGACY  UNDER  WILL   OF  FLAVILLA  E.  WOOD- 
WORTH. 

Received  from  Mark  A.  Waterhouse,  Executor, 

March  14,  1871,  $100  00 

Interest  to  Feb.  1,  1872,  5  30 

  $105  30 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Appropriation,  $2,500  00. 

Expenditure,  $2,517  99. 

Trowbridge  &  Tisdale,  insurance,  $357  00 

Marshall  H.  Wells,  services  with  Assessors,  200  00 
W.  F.  Warren,  services  with  Selectmen,  and 

collecting  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,    250  75 
Livermore  &  Thaxter,  furnishing  Assessors* 

room,  etc.,  162  38 

George  W.  Wentworth,  care  of  Town  Hall,  107  00 
Proctor,  Warren  &  Brigham,  professional 
services  in  Upton  &  Shaw  cases ; 
drawing  bill  in  equity,  and  procuring 
injunction  against  the  erection  of  a 
new  slaughter-house  ;  arguments  be- 
fore Railroad  Committee ;  services 
in  case  of  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R. 
Co.,  and  services  as  to  unwholesome 
meat  panic, 'April  and  May,  1871,  268  40 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$1,345  53 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $1,345  53 

Charles  R.  Train,  retainer  in  Upton  &  Shaw 

case,  100  00 
Amos  Broadnax,  retainer  in  Upton  &  Shaw  case,  100  00 
Maynard  &  Potter,  coal  for  Town  Hall,  62  55 
Benjamin  Fobes,  notifying  meetings,  etc.,  77  00 
N.  G.  Lynch,  notifying  meetings,  summon- 
ing witnesses,  etc.,  86  00 
Edward  C.  Sparhawk,  insurance^  70  00 
James  A.  Cogswell,  ringing  bell,  1870-71,  52  00 
J.  F.  Houghton,  painting  at  Town  Hall, 

etc.,  81  08 

John  Borrowscale  &  Son,  covering  stone,  65  36 

Hooper  &  Lewis,  check-books,  etc.,  47  00 
Geo.  F.  Morgan,  list  of  conveyances  for 

Assessors,  47  31 

Chaffee  &  Cummings,  coal  for  Town  Hall,  37  00 

J.  W.  Berry,  carpenter  work  on  fences,  51  00 

Cash  paid  for  expressage,  42  20 
"  for  repairing  furnaces,  stoves,  etc.,  37  75 

"  M  witnesses  in  Higgins  suit,  47  50 
"           "  sundry  persons,  miscellaneous 

articles  and  services,  168  71 


!,517  99 


INTEREST  ON 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Appropriation, 

$9,000  00. 

Expenditure, 

$10,421  19. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

$1,835 

00 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 

2,829 

16 

National  Bank  of  Brighton, 

889 

00 

Heirs  of  Stephen  H.  Bennett, 

900 

00 

B.  F.  Ricker, 

1,152 

50 

Mary  A.  Town, 

760 

00 

Charles  Smith, 

228 

00 

George  A.  Wilson, 

411 

25 

Amount  carried  forward, 

$9,004 

91 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

$9,004 

91 

Horace  W.  Jordan, 

254 

72 

Lowell  City  Institution  for  Savings, 

284 

90 

Caroline  Pettee, 

175 

00 

Julia  Pettee, 

175 

00 

Eleanor  Fagan, 

140 

00 

Nancy  Everett, 

t\r\ 

90 

00 

H.  H.  Brackett, 

84 

00 

Ebenezer  B.  Boyle, 

68 

75 

Heirs  of  Wm.  Warren, 

33 

46 

Bixby  &  Cole, 

37 

53 

Estate  of  B.  F.  Pierce, 

30 

00 

Hiram  Cushman, 

25 

05 

Lucinda  0.  Adams, 

17 

87 

$10,421  19 


NOTES  PAYABLE. 
Dr. 

Borrowed    from    National    Bank  of 

Brighton,  $51,000  00 
Borrowed  from  Horace  W.  Jordan,  10,000  00 
"         «    estate  of  B.  F.  Pierce,  2,500  00 
"         "    Boston  Five  Cents  Sav- 
ings Bank,  50,000  00 
Borrowed  from  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, 113,000  00 
Borrowed  from  B.  F.  Ricker,  10,000  00 
"         "    heirs  of  Wm.  Warren,  3,507  49 
"         "    Charles  Smith,  2,000  00 
"         "    Ebenezer  B.  Bogle,  1,000  00 
"         "    Lucinda  O.  Adams,  550  00 


$243,557  49 


Cr. 

Paid  National  Bank  of  Brighton,  $56,000  00 

"    George  A.  Wilson,  15,000  00 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$71,000  00 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

$71,000  00 

Paid  B.  F.  Ricker, 

35,000  00 

"    Horace  W.  Jordan, 

10,000  00 

"    Bixby  &  Cole, 

2,680  80 

"    heirs  of  Wm.  Warren, 

3,507  49 

"    Caroline  Pettee, 

2,500  00 

"    Julia  Pettee, 

2,500  00 

"    Charles  Smith, 

2,000  00 

"    Ebenezer  B.  Bogle, 

1,000  00 

"    Hiram  Cushman, 

300  00 

"    estate  of  B.  F.  Pierce, 

2,500  00 

Balance, 

110,569  20 

$243,557  49 
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Amount  of  Town  Debt,  on  page  64,  $244,323  86 

Reduced  as  follows  :  — 

Amount  due  from  State  for  State  Aid,  1871,    $642  00 

"        "     "       "      "  bal.  of  Corp.  Tax,     76  70 

"        "     "    various  persons  for  labor 

furnished,  1,052  49 

"      due  from  Treasurer,  3,470  04 


»,241  23 


Net  amount  of  Town  Debt,  $239,082  63 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN 

OF  THE 

T0W1T  OF  BRIGHTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

January  31,  1872. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


It  is  not  possible,  within  the  limits  usually  allotted  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Selectmen,  to  give  anything  like  a  detailed  account  of 
the  doings  of  this  Board  for  the  past  year.  At  the  last  annual 
meeting,  the  duties  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Fence  Viewers  and 
Surve3'ors  of  Highways,  were  imposed  upon  the  Selectmen,  and  by 
statute  the  Selectmen  were  also  the  Board  of  Health.  It  will  per- 
haps be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  as 
indicating  the  number  and  variety  of  matters  upon  which  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  act ;  all  of  which  involved  the  expenditure  of 
more  or  less  money,  and  many  of  which  required  the  making  of 
contracts  of  considerable  magnitude.  We  ma}'  say,  in  short, 
that  there  has  been  hardly  a  week-day  since  our  election  that  some 
of  your  Board  have  not  been  engaged,  often  the  whole  day,  on 
business  of  the  town  ;  and  for  much  of  the  time,  for  weeks  together, 
we  have  devoted  almost  the  whole  time  to  the  service  of  the  town. 
We  say  this  not  to  claim  any  credit  for  it ;  still  less  in  the  wish  to 
receive  any  recompense  ;  but  onty  in  order  that,  from  a  plain  state- 
ment of  what  we  have  had  to  do,  any  shortcomings  or  apparent 
neglect  of  duty  may  be  explained  and  excused. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  found  on  our  hands  the  work  of 
completing  Cambridge  and  Allston  streets.  .  That  work  was  driven 
forward  with  rapidity,  and  soon  finished.  North  Beacon  street  was 
found  to  be  in  bad  condition,  and  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and 
resurfaced,  from  the  Brookline  line  to  Union  square.  The  cost  of 
this  was  very  considerable,  and  was  much  greater  than  was  ex- 
pected at  the  beginning  of  the  year  ;  but  it  did  not  seem  advisable 
to  make  any  half-way  repairs  on  a  street  which  is  exposed  to  so 
constant  wear  and  tear  as  this  is.  With  the  exception  of  this 
street,  the  ordinary  repairs  of  highways  have  not  been  excessive. 
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Everett  street  had  been  extended  and  widened  by  a  former 
Board  of  Selectmen,  but  had  not  been  built.  We  constructed  that 
street  also  early  in  the  season.  It  is  thoroughly  made,  and  will 
eventually  become  quite  a  thoroughfare.  We  also  rebuilt  North 
Harvard  street  from  River  street  to  Willard's  wharf.  This  street 
has  always  been  a  great  expense  to  the  town.  It  runs  over  a  flat 
territory,  and  in  the  spring  has  often  been  nearly  impassable 
for  heavy  teams.  It  is  now,  we  believe,  in  as  good  condition  as 
any  of  the  older  streets  in  the  town. 

Another  difficult  place  to  deal  with  in  our  streets  was  the  junction  ' 
of  Washington,  Winship  and  Cambridge  streets.  The  water  flowing 
down  Washington  and  Winship  streets,  and  also  down  Rockland 
street,  and  eastwardly  along  Washington  street,  is  all  poured 
into  the  flat  land  opposite  the  end  of  Cambridge  street.  To  conduct 
this  water  off,  a  culvert  was  formerly  built  under  Washington  street, 
but  did  not  prove  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  We  have  caused  a 
large  culvert  to  be  built,  running  across  the  foot  of  Winship  street, 
Washington  street,  and  Cambridge  street,  and  empt}'ing  into  the 
main  drain  leading  to  the  river.  This  culvert  is  provided  with 
suitable  man-holes,  opening  from  the  gutters,  and  has  resulted  in 
keeping  dry  the  surface  of  the  streets  and  sidewalks,  and  affording 
perfect  drainage  for  a  large  territory.  With  the  culvert  heretofore 
built,  westwardly  from  the  bank,  and  those  laid  this  year  on  the 
extension  of  Rockland  street,  it  is  believed  that  the  flooding  of 
streets,  3-ards  and  cellars  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  by  the  great 
quantity  of  water,  poured  down  from  the  hills  on  the  south  side  of 
Washington  street,  will  be  effectually  prevented. 

The  construction  of  Rockland,  Winship  and  Market  streets,  was 
commenced  as  soon  as  the  final  action  of  the  town  was  taken  on 
the  subject.  The  work  on  these  streets  was  pushed  so  that  by  the 
first  day  of  December  the  streets  were  finished,  with  the  exception 
of  the  bridge  over  the  railroad  at  Brighton  station,  and  the  filling 
and  grading  up  to  it.  We  hope  that  may  be  also  done  before  the 
annual  town  meeting. 

Although  the  expense  of  these  streets  has  been  great,  yet  we 
cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  method  of  their  construction  will 
prove  in  the  long  run  to  be  the  cheapest,  and  is  the  best  method 
of  building  streets  now  known,  where  pavements  are  not  wanted. 
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These  streets,  for  the  greater  part  of  their  length,  are  ballasted 
with  stone,  to  a  depth  of  from  ten  to  eighteen  inches  ;  over  this  bal- 
last a  coating  of  about  four  inches  of  crushed  stone  is  laid,  and  the 
surface  is  made  smooth  and  even  by  the  use  of  fine  gravel  rolled 
down  with  rollers.  Some  difference  is  observable  in  different  por- 
tions of  the  streets,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  easy  to  pro- 
cure the  best  sort  of  gravel  for  the  surfacing,  in  all  places.  Had 
we  attempted  to  build  the  lower  part  of  Market  street,  for  instance, 
of  the  same  material  as  was  used  on  Rockland  and  Winship  streets, 
the  expense  of  carting  would  have  been  enormous.  We  contented 
ourselves  therefore  with  using  the  best  material  we  could  get  on 
the  line  of  the  road  itself.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  us  that  thus 
far,  in  an  unusually  open  winter,  these  streets  have  for  the  most 
part  retained  a  smooth  surface,  and  that  the  effect  of  sudden 
*  freezing  has  not  left  them  in  nearly  so  bad  a  condition  as  it  has 
most  of  the  highways  in  the  vicinity. 

We  have  had,  as  we  think,  reasonably  good  success  in  settling 
the  many  claims  for  land  damages  sustained  by  abuttors  on  these 
streets.  In  many  cases  we  have  felt  obliged  to  reconsider  our 
original  awards,  as,  when  so  many  buildings  had  to  be  moved, 
and  such  great  alterations  in  grades  made,  it  was  not  easy  to 
foresee  all  the  elements  of  damage  in  many  instances.  The  abut- 
tors generally  have  been  disposed  to  treat  fairly  with  the  town, 
although  often  magnifying  their  losses.  Our  aim  has  been  to  deal 
liberally  with  them,  as  a  town  should  with  its  citizens,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  to  yield  to  any  fanciful  or  unsubstantial  claims. 
We  have  not  net  assessed  any  betterments,  having  thought  our  way 
would  be  clearer,  and  the  interests  of  our  town  better  guarded,  by 
closing  as  far  as  possible  all  questions  of  damages  first.  Further 
the  real  benefit  done  to  any  real  estate  will  be  more  readily  seen  ; 
there  will  be  less  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  extent  of  it,  after 
the  street  improvement  shall  be  fully  completed,  the  fences  erected, 
and  the  buildings  adjusted  to  the  new  lines.  But  all  this  is  now 
so  far  completed  that  the  first  task  of  our  successors  will  be  the 
assessment  or  these  betterments,  and  to  assess  them  fairly  and 
impartially  will  require  the  exercise  of  great  caution  aud  careful 
observation  of  all  the  relations  of  the  different  estates  to  the  high- 
way. 
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Many  important  matters  have  grown  out  of  the  alterations  of 
these  streets.  One  which  required  great  care  and  pains  was  the 
cutting  off  of  a  portion  of  the  old  burial-ground.  The  tombs  were 
many  of  them  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  Different  families  had 
often  used  the  same  tomb  as  a  place  of  interment.  The  graves 
were  many  of  them  without  headstones,  or  any  indication 
of  the  name  of  the  person  whose  body  was  interred.  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  bodies  in  all  were  removed,  and  reinterred  most 
of  them  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery,  care  being  taken  to  so  arrange 
the  bodies,  and  preserve  a  proper  record,  as  that  no  further  diffi- 
culty can  arise  in  recognizing  the  bodies.  The  owners  of  tombs 
were  provided  with  lots.  The  bodies  taken  from  the  graves  were 
interred  in  a  general  lot.  There  are  seven  bodies  which  cannot  be 
recognized.  We  recommend  an  appropriation  for  finishing  the 
general  lot,  and  placing  suitable  headstones  at  the  graves. 

Another  matter  of  importance  in  connection  with  the  construc- 
tion of  Market  street  has  been  the  bridge  over  the  railroad.*  A 
partial  report  of  the  condition  of  the  negotiation  between  the  town 
and  the  railroad  company  was  made  at  a  town  meeting  held  in 
Oct.  last,  and  the  necessary  authority  conferred  upon  the  Select- 
men to  complete  a  contract  with  the  company.  We  have  accord- 
ingly arranged  for  the  construction  of  an  iron  bridge,  of  the  full 
width  of  the  street,  to  be  built  and  maintained  by  the  corporation  ; 
but  towards  the  cost  of  which  the  town  is  to  pay  a  certain  sum. 

We  have  also  arranged  with  the  Boston  and  Albany  R.  R.  Corpo- 
ration for  placing  gates  at  the  crossing  of  Cambridge  street  to  shut 
off  travel  on  each  side  of  the  tracks  at  the  approach  of  a  train. 
These  gates  are  in  process  of  construction  and  will  soon  be 
put  in  position. 

The  location  of  the  track  of  the  Horse  Railroad  Company  has, 
in  pursuance  of  the  wishes  of  the  town  as  declared  at  its  last  an- 
nual meeting,  been  changed,  and  the  railroad  laid  in  the  middle  of 
Cambridge  street  as  far  as  the  Riverside  Park.  This  was  not  ac- 
complished without  considerable  opposition  at  first  from  the  Rail- 
road Company,  but  after  protracted  negotiation,  and  some  steps 
which  threatened  to  compel  the  Selectmen  to  resort  to  their  legal 
rights,  the  Corporation  decided  to  accede  to  the  necessities  of  pub- 
lic travel,  and  the  track  was  removed  without  any  resort  to  law. 


74 


In  the  beginning  of  the  year  great  commotion  was  caused  in 
this  neighborhood  by  a  widespread  belief  that  unwholesome  meat 
had  been  carried  to  market  from  Brighton,  and  that  the  practice  of 
dressing  and  selling  for  food,  cattle  which  had  died,  prevailed  to 
*  a  considerable  extent.  The  subject  was  one  that  required  im- 
mediate attention,  and  as  a  Board  of  Health,  we  held  repeated  con- 
sultations with  the  State  Board,  the  Cattle  Commissioners,  and  the 
city  authorities,  to  devise  and  execute  a  plan  which  should  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  such  practices.  We  had  not  only  the  motives 
which  actuated  all  other  people  to  interest  in  the  matter,  viz.,  a 
regard  for  the  health  of  the  community,  but  in  our  case  also  the 
good  name  and  business  integrity  of  a  large  class  of  our  citizens 
were  involved.  Measures  were  taken  which  soon  allayed  the  ex- 
citement, and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  the  whole  trade  in  cat- 
tle and  beef  will  be  put  upon  a  basis  where  no  possibility  of  any 
unfair  dealing  with  the  public  can  exist. 

We  have  had,  as  a  Board  of  Health,  the  usual  complaints  in  re- 
gard to  slaughter-houses  ;  but  a  change  in  the  law  made  by  the  last 
General  Court  has  so  modified  the  jurisdiction  on  the  subject 
that  we  have  not  felt  called  upon  to  take  any  active  steps  against 
any  existing  slaughter-houses.  That  has  been  left  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  But  by  a  provision  of  law  no  new  building  for 
the  business  of  slaughtering  or  rendering  can  be  erected,  and  no 
existing  building  enlarged,  without  the  written  approval  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town.  Owing  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  butch- 
ers, in  harmony  with  the  requirement  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
to  provide  suitable  places  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  business  which 
so  long  has  been,  and  we  trust  may  long  continue  to  be,  a  great 
source  of  wealth  to  our  town,  there  have  been  no  applications  for 
leave  to  build  or  enlarge  any  slaughter-houses  by  private  individ- 
uals. An  application  was  made,  late  in  the  fall,  by  Messrs.  Upton, 
Shaw  &  Company,  for  leave  to  enlarge  their  works  on  River  street, 
and  a  hearing  was  given  them  ;  but  the  only  reason  given  for  ask- 
ing the  consent  was  that  the  firm  had  bought  a  patent  right  under 
which  they  proposed  to  render  offal  on  an  improved  plan,  and,  as 
they  claimed,  so  as  to  avoid  offensive  smells.  Without,  at  the  time, 
going  into  the  question  of  the  usefulness  of  their  process,  but 
taking  it  for  granted  that  it  might  be  a  good  one,  if  properly  man- 
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aged,  we  yet  did  not  think  that  fact  of  itseif  a  sufficient  reason 
for  giving  them  a  location.  It  seemed  to  us  that  the  place  was  an 
improper  one,  both  from  the  character  of  the  land  and  its  exposed 
situation.  The  law  of  the  State  requires  that  the  offal,  the  prod- 
uct of  the  slaughter-houses,  should  be  rendered  wheie  produced. 
Messrs.  Upton  &  Co.  must  rely  for  material  upon  dead  animals 
and  bones  brought  from  Boston  and  other  towns.  The  carting  of 
these  things  would  be  a  nuisance  in  our  streets  and  in  Cambridge, 
one  which  we  had  no  right,  by  our  action,  to  impose  upon  our  own 
citizens  or  upon  those  of  neighboring  places.  The  marsh  land,  as 
soon  as  diked  out,  will  be  wanted  for  more  reputable  purposes. 
The  existence  of  such  a  business  could  not  fail  to  be  a  serious  an- 
noyance, and  injury  to  the  property  of  persons  living  and  owning 
land  near  it.  The  opposition  to  the  bone  factory  had  been  unani- 
mous and  continued  for  a  long  time. 

The  State  Board  of  Health,  after  hearing  testimony  which 
proved  it,  as  it  had  been  carried  on  this  very  summer,  to  be  an  in- 
tolerable nuisance,  had  ordered  the  discontinuance  of  the  business 
after  the  first  of  January.  The  business  of  the  town  did  not 
require  any  such  rendering  establishment.  Finally,  we  did  not  feel 
that  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  the  promises  of  the  applicants 
to  conduct  their  business  properly,  even  if  it  were  possible  for 
them  to  do  so.  They  had  made  promises  before,  year  after  year, 
.  and  their  nuisance,  instead  of  diminishing,  had  increased.  There 
seemed  no  possible  excuse  for  us,  if  we  had  been  disposed  to  favor 
the  applicants,  for  acceding  to  their  request,  and  we  accordingly 
denied  it.  For  want  of  any  ground  upon  which  to  clal  in  question 
the  action  of  your  Selectmen,  Messrs.  Upton  &  Co.  have  seen  fit 
to  assail  our  motives  ;  but  the  nearly  unanimous  approval  of  our 
course  by  the  town  at  a  town  meeting  assures  us  that  we  were  cor- 
rect. It  is,  we  think,  the  sentiment  of  our  people,  that  no  one 
thing  could  retard  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  north-easter- 
ly portion  of  the  town,  so  much  as  the  legalizing  of  such  an 
establishment  as  that  on  the  marsh.  We  ought  to  say  that  we 
have  been  at  great  pains  to  examine  into  this  question  of  render- 
ing offal  and  dead  animal  matter  without  offensiveness ;  and, 
while  we  do  not  wish  to  express  an  opinion  here  in  regard  to  the 
relative  value  of  different  processes,  we  are  satisfied  that  two 
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things  are  essential  to  decency  in  the  business :  first,  that  the 
material  should  be  fresh  when  rendered  ;  secondly,  that  the  render 
ing  should  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  some  person  who  can 
not  make  a  profit  out  of  his  own  carelessness  in  the  operation. 

And  whatever  the  process  of  Messrs.  Upton  &  Co.  may  be 
capable  of  doing,  we  cannot  find  an  instance  where  it  has  been 
in  fact  operated  so  as  to  prevent  a  nuisance.  Of  course  we 
cannot  say  whether  this  is  owing  to  defective  machinery,  or 
careless  management,  or  both.  But  we  feel  very  sure,  judging  by 
the  past,  that  the  parties  who  carry  on  business  on  River  street 
will  be  as  negligent  as  anybody  can  be.  The  parties  propose 
applying  to  the  Legislature,  under  the  guise  of  obtaining  an  act 
of  incorporation,  for  an  act  to  exempt  them  from  the  operation  of 
the  general  law,  and,  as  we  infer,  to  locate  them  in  our  town. 
But  we  cannot  believe  the  Legislature  will  so  far  forget  its  duty  to 
an  independent  town,  as  to  force  upon  it,  in  such  a  way,  an 
establishment  which  cannot  be  carried  on  in  any  other  town, 
without  the  written  approval  of  the  Selectmen;  and  which, 
moreover,  we  do  not  believe  any  board  of  Selectmen  in  any 
town  in  this  vicinity  would  think  for  a  moment  of  approving. 

Our  duties  as  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  been  not  difficult  of 
performance.  We  have  given  assistance  to  many  poor  persons 
to  prevent  their  coming  to  want,  but  the  number  of  paupers  in  the 
poor-house  has  not  increased.  We  have  followed  the  practice  of. 
former  Boards  in  keeping  up  work  on  the  town  ledge  and  the 
stone  crusher  in  the  winter,  because  employment  is  furnished  at  a 
time  when  work  is  difficult  to  obtain,  and  at  the  same  time 
material  is  prepared  in  advance  for  the  repair  of  highways.  We 
have  also  removed  a  part  of  the  ledge  on  the  south  side  of  Cam- 
bridge street  this  winter,  with  the  same  view.  A  new  stone 
crusher  has  been  bought  for  the  town,  as  the  old  one  was  very 
expensive  and  out  of  repair.  The  crusher  has  been  run  nearly 
two  hundred  days,  sometimes  day  and  night.  We  have  also 
procured  a  new  boiler  ;  also  an  iron  roller  for  the  streets. 

Applications  have  been  made  and  are  now  pending  for  the 
laying  out  of  town  ways,  in  the  vicinity  of  Faneuil  station,  and 
there  are  much  needed  streets  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  We 
must  expect,  as  population  increases,  that  the  demand  for  and 
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expense  of  street  improvements  will  increase  in  proportion.  And 
while  we  ought  to  proceed  with  clue  regard  to  economy,  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  there  is  no  expenditure  which  is  so  speedily  returned 
in  increased  taxable  value  of  property,  as  that  incurred  in  making 
broad  and  handsome  streets.  In  order,  however,  to  make 
well-built  streets  a  good  investment  to  the  town,  it  is  necessary 
to  adopt  a  proper  system  of  repairs.  Such  a  system  should 
aim  chiefly  to  prevent  waste  of  surface  material.  As  long 
as  the  surface  remains,  the  substructure  will  need  no  re- 
newal. The  great  loss  of  surface  arises  from  its  becoming  fine 
dust,  through  constant  wear,  and  blowing  off  in  high  winds.  We 
are  satisfied,  therefore,  that  water  is  as  valuable  for  repair  as 
gravel,  and  perhaps  not  more  expensive.  In  addition  to  preserv- 
ing the  surface  of  the  road,  it  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of 
travellers  and  of  the  occupants  of  houses  on  the  road.  They  derive 
so  much  benefit  from  their  increased  comfort,  if  the  street  is 
watered,  that  they  ought  to  bear  a  part  of  the  expense.  We 
recommend  that  the  town  make  an  appropriation  for  watering 
any  main  street  in  the  town,  whenever  the  abuttors  will  contribute 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  expense.  We  further  recommend  that  Mar- 
ket, Rockland  and  Winship  streets  and  the  portions  of  Cambridge 
and  North  Beacon  streets  not  already  lighted,  and  Washington  and 
Tremont  streets,  to  Newton,  be  furnished  with  gas  lights,  and 
lighted  at  the  expense  of  the  town.  We  are  not  yet  up  with  our 
neighboring  towns  in  the  matter  of  lighting  streets. 


H.  W.  JORDAN,  ^ 

B.  F.  RICKER,  {Selectmen. 

P.  MOLEY,  S 
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Name  and  Birthplace  of  Parents, 

Christopher  and  Betsey,  Athens 
Me. 

James  "W.  and  Annie  Gr.,  Boston 
St.  John,  N.  B. 

Place  of  Birth. 

Athens,  Me. 
Brighton 

Occupation. 

Place  of  Death. 

Brighton 

Disease. 

Inflammation  of 
Lungs 

<» 

| 

a 

Married 
Single 

i 

it 

|> 

e    a  '. 

Wt  O 

■    o     a  • 

I  a  • 

"1  H 

Pec.  18 
24 

ESTIMATES  FOR  1872. 


Teachers  

Fuel  for  Schools  

Incidentals  for  Schools.. . 

Evening  School  

Bridges  

Highways  

Fire  Department  

Support  of  Poor  

Salaries  of  Town  Officers. 
Interest  on  Town  Deht. . 

Printing  

Police  

Cemetery  

Library  

Gas  and  Lighting  

Notes  Payable  

Miscellaneous  

Contingent  


Expenditures 
for  1871. 

Estimates  for 
1872. 

$14,636  99 

$15,500 

991  10 

1,000 

6,222  61 

4,500 

182  88 

450 

2,072  63 

2,500 

23,028  46 

15,000 

1,767  94 

1,800 

2,698  37 

2,500 

3,630  00 

3,500 

10,421  19 

15,000 

796  52 

750 

3,142  05 

4,000 

1,010  05 

2,000 

1,037  38 

1,500 

1,970  12 

2,500 

5,000 

2,517  99 

2,500 

5,000 

$76,126  28 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 


The  Auditors  herewith  present  the  reports  of  the  several  ^depart- 
ments  of  the  town  for  the  past  year,  together  with  the  estimate 
for  the  coming  year. 

They  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  find  them 
correctly  kept  and  properly  vouched,  and  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
at  the  close  of  the  year  of  thirty-four  hundred  and  seventy  1  Jw 
dollars. 

As  extra  copies  of  the  School  Report  are  required  for  special 
circulation,  and  for  the  State  Department,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  place  it  at  the  head  of  the  reports,  in  order  that  the  paging  be 
continuous. 

The  Auditors  regret  the  delay  in  distributing  the  reports  which 
is  entirely  owing  to  the  late  hour  at  which  many  of  them  were 
received. 

F.  LYMAN  WINSHIP,  ) 

J.  P.  C.  WINSHIP,       \  Auditors. 

GEO  W.  WARREN,  J 

Brighton,  Feb.,  1872. 


